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Keep  Ted's  Dream  Alive 


A  limited  edition  framed  photograph  of  legendary  baseball  great  Ted  Williams 
is  being  offered  to  the  public.  1 00%  of  the  profits  will  be  donated  to  the 
Jimmy  Fund.  It's  your  opportunity  to  get  a  rare  portrait  of  Ted  Williams,  and 
most  importantly  contribute  towards  the  fight  against  cancer.  The  image 
shows  Ted  standing  502  feet  from  home  plate,  precisely  where  his  home  run 
landed  on  June  9,  1 946.  It  is  still  the  longest  home  run  ever  hit  in  Fenway 
Park. 

For  complete  information  on  this  historic  image,  available  only  through  this 
offer,  please  visit: 


www.williamshomerun.com 


DANA-FARBER 

CANCER  INSTITUTE 


The 

Jimmy  Fund 


Dedicated  to  Discovery... Committed  to  Care 


Ramirez,  Damon,  Nixon, 
Jackson  &  Kapler 


Out-standing  in  Their  Field 


by  ALAN  GREENWOOD,  Nashua  Telegraph 


Continuing  the  nearly  annual  tradition  of  Boston  Red  Sox  outfielders 
heading  to  the  All-Star  Game,  Manny  Ramirez  greeted  the  news  with 
the  mild  curiosity  with  which  he  greets  most  things  that  are  not  thrown 
at  him  from  60-feet,  6-inches  away. 

“I’m  glad,  especially  when  the  fans  vote  for  you,”  he  said.  ‘You  have  to 
respect  the  fans  and  show  up.  It’s  no  big  deal.  You  just  show  up,  play  hard  for 
one  inning,  two  innings.”  [Ramirez  injured  his  hamstring  and  was  unable 
to  play  in  the  All-Star  Game.] 

Ah,  but  a  flash  of  Ramirez  fire  came  when  someone  asked  if  the 
defending  American  League  batting  champion  planned  to  participate 
in  the  Home  Run  Derby,  which  has  become  at  least  as  popular  as  the 
game  itself. 

“I  don’t  like  it,”  he  said,  managing  about  as  much  of  a  glower  as 
Ramirez  possibly  can.  “My  swing  is  already  messed  up.” 

The  All-Star  with  the  messed  up  swing  was,  at  that  moment,  hitting 
.322  with  21  home  runs  and  68  runs  batted  in. 

As  has  been  the  case  far  more  often  than  not  during  the  past  65  years,  a  Red 
Sox  leftfielder  is  leading  an  outfield  corps  that  is  playing  a  large  role  in  Boston’s 
drive  for  the  post-season.  Rightfielder  Trot  Nixon,  who  vowed  at  the  start  of  the 
year  that  there  would  be  no  repeat  of  his  2002  late-summer  slump,  entered  the 

second  half  of  the  season 
poised  to  put  up  the  best  num¬ 
bers  of  his  big-league  career. 

As  for  centerfielder 
Johnny  Damon,  each  time  it 
seemed  the  funk  that  haunted 
him  through  the  first  half  of 
the  season  was  ready  to  engulf 
him,  he  offered  strong 
reminders  of  the  offensive  pro¬ 
duction  that  earned  him  his 
first  All-Star  selection  in  2002. 
And  off  the  bench  the  Red  Sox 
boast  the  most  versatile  ath¬ 
letes  they  have  had  in  years, 
Damian  Jackson  and  mid-sea¬ 
son  acquisition  Gabe  Kapler. 

It  is  a  measure  of  depth 
the  Red  Sox  have  rarely 
enjoyed  in  the  outfield,  which 
has  long  been  one  of  the 
team’s  strong  points,  in  good 
times  and  bad. 


Manny  Ramirez 
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The  jobs  you  want. 


And  how  to  get  them. 

If  you’re  serious  about  finding  a  great  job,  you’ve  got  to  check  out 
BostonWorks.  We  have  thousands  of  Greater  Boston’s  best  jobs, 
and  all  the  resources  you  need  to  get  them.  You’ll  find  career 
advice,  networking  events,  industry  news,  and  more.  You  can  even 
research  employers,  compare  salaries,  and  post  your  resume. 

So  find  a  job  you  really  want.  Vistit  BostonWorks  —  every  Sunday 

in  The  Boston  Globe  and  online  at  www. BostonWorks.com 


BostonWorks 


OUTFIELDERS 


At  the  time  Ramirez  was  voted  onto  his 
sixth  straight  All-Star  roster  -  that  period  in 
mid-July  when  his  swing  was  all  messed  up  - 
he  ranked  in  the  top  10  in  average,  home 
runs,  RBI,  runs  scored,  hits,  total  bases, 
walks,  on-base  percentage  and  slugging  per¬ 
centage. 

A  couple  of  days  earlier,  as  part  of  the 
greatest  single-game  home  run  barrage  ever 
achieved  against  a  New  York  Yankees  pitch¬ 
ing  staff,  Ramirez  added  another  nugget  to 
his  baseball  biography  with  a  mammoth 
home  run  off  David  Wells,  high  and  deep 
into  the  left-field  upper  deck. 

“That  boy  was  crushed,”  Millar  said. 
“That  was  one  of  the  farthest  ones  I’ve  ever 
seen.  I  couldn’t  hit  a  ball  that  far  from  sec¬ 
ond  base.” 

“When  you  drop  your  own  teammates’ 
jaws  on  a  ball  you  hit  like  that,  that’s  pretty 
impressive,”  catcher  Jason  Varitek  said. 

“I’m  just  trying  to  see  the  ball  and  hit  it. 
Wherever  it  goes,  it  goes,”  Ramirez  says,  with 
the  same  aplomb  he  shows  when  it  is  sug¬ 
gested  that  he  is  uncomfortable  playing  in 
the  ceaseless  spotlight  that  follows  the  Red 
Sox’  every  move. 

“It’s  different.  But  it’s  nothing  to  be 
mad  about  it,”  he  says.  “I  have  five  more 
years  on  my  contract.  1  hope  I’ll  still  be 
here.  I’m  making  all  this  money  and  play¬ 
ing  left  field  for  the  Boston  Red  Sox.  I’m 


sometimes  is  taken  for  grant¬ 
ed  —  at  least  by  anyone  out¬ 
side  the  Red  Sox  clubhouse. 

Ramirez’s  work  ethic  was 
one  of  the  first  things  first 
baseman  Kevin  Millar 
noticed  when  he  arrived  at 
his  first  Red  Sox  training 
camp. 

He  routinely  arrived  at 
the  ballpark  early  in  the 
morning  for  extra  batting 
practice.  He  told  manager 
Grady  Little  that  he  wanted 
to  get  as  many  at-bats  as  pos¬ 
sible,  resting  only  when 
ordered  out  of  the  lineup  for 
a  day  or  two  of  rest. 

In  short,  Ramirez  looked 
intent  on  not  only  defending 
his  title,  but  on  showing  the 
world  (or  at  least  New 
England)  what  he  could 
accomplish  should  he  stay 
healthy  for  an  entire  season. 


Of  course,  for  the  30-year-old  Ramirez, 
now  in  his  third  Red  Sox  season,  bad  times 
mostly  happen  to  other  guys.  One  of  the 
most  lethal  hitters  of  his  generation, 
Ramirez  usually  keeps  such  a  low  profile 
that  his  presence  at  the  heart  of  Boston’s 
most  lethal  lineup  in  a  quarter  century 


“This  guy’s  a  batting  title  winner  and 
he’s  in  here  working  harder  than  anybody,” 
Millar  said.  “That  shows  a  lot  that  I  don’t 
think  people  know  about  Manny.” 

“You’re  excited  when  you  see  guys  on 
base  and  lie’s  at  the  plate.  You  know  some¬ 
thing  can  happen,”  Nomar  Garciaparra  said. 


2003  RED  SOX  MAGAZINE 


7 


Every  time  Johnny  Damon  gets  a 
hit  at  Fenway  Park,  Hood  will 
donate  an  additional  $100  to  the 
Hood  Home  Team  Advantage" 
program.  So,  Go  Johnny  Go! 


The  Hood  Home  Team  Advantage  is  a  charity  program 
which  benefits  New  England  Children's  Hospitals  each 
time  the  Red  Sox  hit  a  homerun,  strike  out  an  opposing 
batter,  or  turn  a  double  play  at  Fenway  Park 
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OUTFIELDERS 


supposed  to  be  happy.” 

Nixon,  as  fiery  as  Ramirez  is  reticent, 
has  carved  out  a  niche  of  his  own  with  Red 
Sox  fans.  The  28-vear-old  North  Carolina 

J 

native,  in  his  fifth  big-league  season,  went 
through  the  off-season  determined  to  reverse 
a  trend  in  which  his  batting  average  dropped 
24  points  from  2001  (.280)  to  2002  (.256). 

“What  position  player  in  my  position 
doesn’t  want  to  put  up  bigger  and  better 
numbers?”  Nixon  asks. 

By  the  midway  point  of  the  year  it  was 
clear  that  Nixon’s  determination  is  paying 


off.  Not  only  was  he  hitting  .318,  he  had  13 
home  runs  and  51  runs  batted  in  -  gaudy 
numbers  for  a  batter  mostly  hitting  out  of  the 
lower  half  of  the  order. 

Nixon  also  hit  .322  with  runners  in  scor¬ 
ing  position  through  the  first  half  of  the  sea¬ 
son  and,  perhaps  the  stat  that  most  impress¬ 
es  a  man  who  often  is  his  own  toughest  crit¬ 
ic,  the  Red  Sox  were  1 1-2  in  games  in  which 
Nixon  homered. 

“I  just  go  out  and  play  the  game,  play  as 
hard  as  I  can  and  see  where  the  chips  may 
fall,”  Nixon  says,  preferring  to  turn  the  con¬ 
versation  more  to  how  his  actions  will  affect 
the  overall. 

“There  are  some  other  good  ball  clubs 
in  the  American  League.  Like  Jimy 
Williams  used  to  say  it  seems  like  we  have 
buzzard’s  luck  for  I  don’t  know  how  many 
years  . . .  times  will  change.  Sooner  or  later 
we’ll  bring  that  world  championship  here. 
And  I  think  we’ll  compete  for  it  this  year.” 

Damon’s  first  half  of  the  season  was 
mostly  a  maddening  roller  coaster  ride.  As 
has  happened  before  in  his  seven  big-league 
seasons,  he  got  off  to  a  slow  start  at  the  plate, 
forcing  Little  to  occasionally  bounce  him 
around  in  the  lineup  in  an  effort  to  jump- 
start  him. 

His  first-half  stats  -  .251,  six  homers,  39 
RBI,  59  runs  scored  -  were  hardly  satisfy¬ 
ing  for  Damon.  But  looking  to  the  second 
half  of  the  year,  he  remained  confident 
that  his  hatting  eye  would  return  and  that 
he  would  play  a  larger  role  in  a  Red  Sox 
lineup  on  track  to  score  more  than  1,000 
runs  this  season. 


“I  know  when  I  go  out  there,  the  more 
runs  I  score,  the  better  our  team  is,”  Damon 
said.  “I  know  if  I  get  on  base,  we’re  going  to 
do  a  lot  of  good  things.  This  is  the  time  to  get 
going.  It’s  getting  late  in  the  season,  almost 
halfway  through,  and  right  now  is  the  time 
for  me  to  start  showing  up.” 

Indeed,  the  Red  Sox  had  a  .690  winning 
percentage  when  Damon  scores  at  least  one 
run  in  a  game.  And  the  knee  problem  that 
plagued  him  for  the  second  half  of  2002  has 
not  been  in  evidence  as  he  stole  1 8  bases  in 
his  first  20  attempts. 

Damon  recalled  his  most  frustrating 
season,  when  he  hit  just  .256  for  Oakland  in 
2001,  an  experience  he  was  determined  not 
to  repeat  as  the  second  half  of  this  year  com¬ 
menced. 

“The  one  in  Oakland  was  just  all  year, 
my  swing  just  didn’t  feel  good,”  Damon  said. 
“It  was  a  whole  different  thing.  Getting  trad¬ 
ed,  new  atmosphere,  the  Oakland  weather 
was  perfect  every  day,  you  couldn’t  break  a 
sweat.  Now  it’s  summer  time,  it  heats  up.  It’s 
my  time  of  year  to  get  going. 

“I  just  have  to  stay  tough.  This  is  a  tough 
game,  162  games,  it’s  a  marathon.  All  1  have 
to  do  is  go  out  there  and  be  competitive  with 
all  my  at-bats  and  not  have  too  many  easy 
outs  or  lazy  fly  balls.” 

Damon’s  baffling  funks  have  been  eased 
by  the  fact  that  Little  has  some  options  to 
give  his  centerfielder  a  break.  Jackson,  in  his 
fifth  full  big-league  season,  is  the  sort  of  all- 
around  athlete  that  the  Red  Sox  often  have 
lacked  coming  off  their  bench. 

In  his  first  51  appearances  Jackson 
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MEMORABLE  RED  SOX  OUTFIELD 
COMBINATIONS  THROUGH  THE  YEARS 


Years  Played  Together 

Outfield  Combinations 

1902-03 

Patsy  Dougherty,  LF 

Chick  Stahl,  CF 

Buck  Freeman,  RF 

In  1903  Jack  O’Brien  was 
a  solid  backup  OF. 

1910-15 

Duffy  Lewis,  LF 

Tris  Speaker,  CF 

Harry  Hooper,  RF 

1940-42, 1946-51 

Ted  Williams,  LF 

Dorn  DiMaggio,  CF  and  a 
variety  of  RF  including 
Sam  Mele,  one  of  the  top 
A.L.  rookies  in  1947, 
veteran  Al  Zarilla  in 
1949-50  and  Dutch  the 
“Clutch"  Clyde  Vollmer 
in  1951. 

1954-58 

Ted  Williams,  LF 

Jimmy  Piersall,  CF 

Jackie  Jensen,  RF 

1967, 1969 

Carl  Yastrzemski,  LF 
Reggie  Smith,  CF 

Tony  Conigliaro,  RF 

1968 

Carl  Yastrzemski,  LF 
Reggie  Smith,  CF 

Ken  Harrelson,  RF 

1975-76, 1978-80 

Jim  Rice,  LF 

Fred  Lynn,  CF 

Dwight  Evans,  RF 

In  1975,  Bernie  Carbo 
and  Rick  Miller  were 
solid  backup  OFs. 

1977 

Carl  Yastrzemski,  LF 

Fred  Lynn,  CF 

Dwight  Evans,  RF 

1983-86 

Jim  Rice,  LF 

Tony  Armas,  CF 

Dwight  Evans,  RF 

1987-89 

Mike  Greenwell,  LF 

Ellis  Burks,  CF 

Dwight  Evans,  RF 

1990-91 

Mike  Greenwell,  LF 

Ellis  Burks,  CF 

Tom  Brunansky,  RF 

2002-03 

Manny  Ramirez,  LF 

Johnny  Damon,  CF 

Trot  Nixon,  RF 

In  2003,  Damian  Jackson 
and  Gabe  Kapler  are 
steady  backup  OFs. 

played  all  three  outfield  positions,  at  short¬ 
stop,  at  second  base  and  at  third  base.  On 
July  1  he  made  his  major  league  debut  at 
first  base. 

For  much  of  the  spring,  Jackson,  in  his 
role  as  a  backup,  battled  Damon  for  the 
team  lead  in  stolen  bases.  By  midway 
through  the  season  he  had  1 1  and  had  been 
caught  stealing  just  three  times. 

In  late  June,  Red  Sox  General  Manager 
Theo  Epstein  signed  Kapler,  another  pure 
athlete,  to  team  with  Jackson  in  giving  Little 
multiple  options  for  resting  his  outfielders 
on  occasion. 

While  Kapler  often  has  struggled  to 
build  on  the  promise  he  showed  in  his  rook¬ 
ie  season  with  Detroit  in  1999,  the  first 
impression  he  made  with  New  England  may 
have  made  Red  Sox  fans  wonder  how  the 
Tigers,  Rangers  and  Rockies  could  all  let 
him  go.  If  Robert  Redford  were  20  years 
younger,  a  little  taller  and  a  little  more  chis¬ 
eled,  he  could  come  up  with  a  natural  story¬ 
line  to  fit  the  often  torturous  trip  Kapler  has 
taken  to  his  dream  weekend  in  Boston  June 
29-30. 

Having  won  New  England’s  passionate 
curiosity  with  two  doubles,  a  triple  and  a  sin¬ 
gle  in  his  first  start  against  the  Florida 
Marlins,  Kapler,  at  the  very  least,  gained  an 
eternal  spot  in  Red  Sox  lore  the  next  day.  A 
solo  homer  in  the  first,  a  single  and  run 
scored  in  the  fourth,  and  a  two-out,  three- 
run  homer  into  The  Wall  seats  in  the  fifth 
inspired  a  roaring  ovation,  a  curtain  call,  and 
another  roaring  ovation  as  he  stepped  in  for 
his  final  at-bat  in  the  ninth,  slicing  a  ball 


OUTFIELDERS 


down  the  right-field  line  that  Juan 
Encarnacion  caught  about  one  step  from 
the  box-seat  railing. 

In  two  games  Kapler  had  seven  hits  in 
nine  at-bats,  seven  runs  batted  in  and  a  slug¬ 
ging  percentage  of  1.889.  Roy  Hobbs 
couldn’t  have  done  it  any  better  for  the  New 
York  Knights. 

“I’ve  always  felt  very  comfortable  hitting 
at  Fenway,”  Kapler  said.  “But  this  has  been 
an  incredible  experience  all  the  way  through 
over  the  course  of  the  last  couple  of  days. 
The  fans  have  been  invigorating,  they 
breathe  a  kind  of  new  energy  into  me. 

“I  get  a  little  bit  shy  when  people  are 
standing  like  that.  I  mean,  I  wouldn’t  trade  it 
for  anything  in  the  world.  The  experience 
alone  is  well  worth  the  embarrassment.  If  I 
have  to  get  embarrassed  every  day  for  the  rest 
of  my  life  over  something  like  that  I  would 
be  glad  to.” 

Red  Sox  fans  would  gladly  welcome 
another  man  to  the  franchise’s  long  list  of 
legendary  outfielders.  ■ 
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As  a  rookie  second  baseman  with  the 
1967  Red  Sox,  Mike  Andrews  played  an 
integral  part  in  the  “Impossible  Dream” 
pennant  won  by  the  club.  And  while  his  team¬ 
mates  from  that  storied  season  have  since  scat¬ 
tered  across  New  England  and  the  country, 
Andrews  has  spent  nearly  25  years  working 
just  a  mile  from  Fenway  Park  pursuing  anoth¬ 
er  dream:  an  end  to  cancer. 

Andrews  is  chairman  of  the  Jimmy  Fund, 
a  fundraising  arm  of  Dana-Farber  Cancer 
Institute  (DFCI)  known  as  New  England’s 
favorite  charity.  It  also  happens  to  be  the  offi¬ 
cial  cause  of  the  Red  Sox,  a  fact  that  makes 
this  former  World  Series  standout  the  perfect 
guy  for  the  job.  Whether  he’s  shaking  hands  at 
a  Jimmy  Fund  golf  tournament  or  Fenway 
check  presentation,  scooping  ice  cream  for 
young  patients  in  the  Jimmy  Fund  Clinic,  or 
introducing  one  of  the  Institute’s  research-sci¬ 
entists  at  an  elegant  benefit  dinner,  this 
California  native  with  movie-star  looks  is  an 
All-Star  performer  at  gaining  exposure  and 
support. 

“Mike’s  passion  for  the  Jimmy  Fund  is  as 
strong  now  as  it’s  ever  been,  and  that’s  the  key 
to  his  —  and  the  charity’s  -  success,”  says 


Second  baseman  Mike  Andrews 
hit  .308  in  the  1967  World 
Series  and  was  an  American 
League  All-Star  two  years  later. 
(Jimmy  Fund  photo) 


Mike 
Still  C 
Dree 
Jimmy  Fluid 
Chairman 

FORMER  SOX  SECOND  BASEMAN  MARKS  25TH  YEAR 
AT  DANA-FARBER  CANCER  INSTITUTE 


by  Saul  Wisnia 


Suzanne  Fountain,  who  as  Jimmy  Fund  direc¬ 
tor  has  worked  closely  with  Andrews  for  more 
than  1 5  years.  “He's  a  great  boss,  mentor,  and 
friend  who  cares  deeply  about  our  patients 
and  donors.  And  because  he's  a  former  Red 
Sox  player,  he  understands  from  both  sides 
how  special  our  relationship  with  the  team  is.” 

The  partnership  that  Andrews  personifies 
dates  from  1953,  when  Red  Sox  owners 
Thomas  and  Jean  Yawkey  took  on  the  Jimmy 
Fund  cause  from  the  Boston  Braves  and  their 
owner  Lou  Perini  upon  the  Braves’  departure 
for  Milwaukee.  In  the  half-century  since,  the 
Sox  have  used  every  means  possible  to  raise 
awareness  about  Dana-Farber’s  mission  of 
probing  and  treating  cancer  and  related  dis¬ 
eases:  on-field  events  at  Fenway;  public  service 
announcements  during  radio  and  television 
game  broadcasts;  the  familiar  Jimmy  Fund 
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MIKE  ANDREWS 


Mike  gets  together  at  the  2000  Jimmy  Andrews  meets  up  with  another  Jimmy  Fund  icon  -  Einar  Gustafson,  the  real 
Fund  Golf  Program  appreciation  night  with  “Jimmy”-  at  the  end  of  the  1998  Boston  Marathon  Jimmy  Fund  Walk.  (Steve 
another  great  Boston  athlete  and  Dana-  Gilbert  photo) 

Farber  supporter:  former  Boston  Patriot 
Ron  Burton.  (Steve  Gilbert  photo) 

“I’m  a  lucky  guy  to  have  had  the  chance  at  two  careers 
I’ve  enjoyed  deeply,”  says  Andrews...but  there  is  no  question 
that  being  part  of  Dana-Farber’s  mission  and  growth  has 
been  the  most  rewarding  part  of  my  professional  life.” 


billboard  in  right  field  and  the  sharp  new  50th 
anniversary  logo  on  the  Green  Monster;  vin¬ 
tage  collection  boxes  throughout  the  park; 
and  countless  player  visits  to  kids  and  adults 
undergoing  treatment  at  DFCI. 

Financial  contributions  resulting  from  all 
these  efforts  have  led  to  rising  cure  rates  for 
many  cancers  -  and  countless  lives  saved.  The 
bond  is  likely  the  longest  running  and  most 
profitable  pairing  of  any  North  American  pro 
sports  team  with  a  charity,  and  for  Andrews, 
playing  an  important  role  in  its  operations  tops 
any  of  the  thrills  he  experienced  in  the  major 
leagues. 

“I’m  a  lucky  guy  to  have  had  the  chance 
at  two  careers  I’ve  enjoyed  deeply,”  says 
Andrews,  who  also  had  big-league  stints  with 
the  Chicago  White  Sox  and  Oakland  Athletics 
before  joining  the  Jimmy  Fund  staff  in  1979. 
“I  was  able  to  play  professional  baseball  for  13 
years  and  appear  in  a  couple  of  World  Series, 
win  one  of  them  [with  Oakland  in  73],  and 
make  an  All-Star  team.  But  there  is  no  ques¬ 
tion  that  being  part  of  Dana-Farber’s  mission 
and  growth  has  been  the  most  rewarding  part 
of  my  professional  life.” 

First  Impressions 

A  Los  Angeles  native  who  starred  in  foot¬ 
ball,  basketball,  and  baseball  in  high  school, 
Andrews  was  an  All-American  end  at  El 
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Camino  College  before  turning  down  a  foot¬ 
ball  scholarship  to  UCLA  to  marry  his  high 
school  sweetheart  Marilyn  Flynn  and  sign 
with  the  Red  Sox  in  December  1961.  He 
made  it  up  to  Triple-A  Toronto  by  1965  as  a 
shortstop,  but  the  presence  of  Rico  Petrocelli 
in  Boston  prompted  the  organization  to  switch 
Andrews  to  second  base.  After  Toronto  man¬ 
ager  Dick  Williams  was  promoted  to  the  par¬ 
ent  club  for  the  ’67  season,  he  handed  a  start¬ 
ing  job  to  the  scrappy  23-year-old  rookie  who 
had  just  five  games  of  big-league  experience. 

The  Sox  had  finished  deep  in  the  stand¬ 
ings  for  the  past  several  seasons  -  including 
ninth  place  the  year  before  -  but  the  tide  was 
about  to  turn.  A  very  young  squad  led  by  out¬ 
field  star  Carl  Yastrzemski  and  pitching  ace 
Jim  Lonborg  was  soon  the  surprise  of  baseball, 
and  Boston  spent  the  summer  battling  several 
other  clubs  for  the  American  League  pennant 
while  recapturing  the  hearts  of  fans  who  had 
largely  deserted  Fenway  after  Ted  Williams’ 
1960  retirement.  For  the  first  time  in  a  decade, 
the  park  was  packed  on  a  regular  basis. 

Andrews  was  in  the  thick  of  the  action 
nearly  every  day  at  second,  and  the  baptism 
under  fire  included  an  introduction  to  the 
team’s  most  ardent  cause. 

“When  you  joined  the  Red  Sox,  you 
became  quickly  acquainted  with  the  Jimmy 


Mike  does  first-pitch  honors  on  2002  Opening  Day  at 
Pupque  Park,  a  Wiffle  Ball  field  replica  of  Fenway  Park  that 
has  inspired  more  than  $59,000  in  donations  for  the  Jimmy 
Fund.  (Gisela  Mohring  photo) 


Always  willing  to  do  anything  for  the  cause,  Mike  plays 
short-order  cook  during  the  2001  Pan-Massachusetts 
Challenge  bike-a-thon  to  benefit  Dana-Farber.  (Karen 
Cummings  photo) 
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MIKE  ANDREWS 


“You  come  into  baseball  as  rookies  not  only 
in  the  game,  but  also  in  terms  of  what  it 
means  to  give  back  to  the  community  and 
the  important  causes  to  be  a  part  of.  [Mike] 
picked  a  good  one.” 


Ever  dream  of 
ridinq  on  the  back  of  a 
special  100th  Anniversary 
2003  Harley  Davidson 
Motorcycle? 

rhe  Lowell  Spinners  are  raining  off  a 

Head 

"he  ^nne  be  announced  through  a  special  draw- 
nn,ng  he  winn* _  TjcKets  are  $100  and  only 

ng  on  op  Harley  Davidson  tickets  can  be  purchase 

"ZZZZX&  «*•  - — •  - or 

it  the  souvenir  store. 

rhis  is  all  to  benefit  the  Cystmosis 
Research  Network.  For  more  mfor- 
nation  on  the  Cystinosis 
Research  Network  please 
visit  cystinosis.org. 


Left  to  right:  Ken  Coleman,  former  American  League  President  Lee  MacPhail,  Andrews, 
then- Red  Sox  owner  Jean  Yawkey,  and  Carl  Yastrzemski  dedicate  the  Thomas  A.  Yawkey 
Laboratories  at  the  Jimmy  Fund  Building  in  1990.  (Steve  Gilbert  photo) 


Former  President  Ronald  Reagan  swaps  stories  from  his  sportscasting  days  with  Andrews 
during  a  fundraising  luncheon  for  the  Jimmy  Fund  in  1990.  (Jimmy  Fund  photo) 
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Fund  and  how  important  it  was  to  Mr.  And  Mrs.  Yawkey,”  explains 
Andrews.  “The  Jimmy  Fund  billboard  was  the  only  advertising  the 
Yawkeys  allowed  in  the  ballpark,  and  Bill  Foster,  who  was  then  the 
Jimmy  Fund’s  executive  director,  was  always  coming  around  Fenway 
with  young  patients  for  you  to  meet  or  pose  with.” 

His  first  encounter  with  one  of  these  youngsters  had  a  deep  and 
lasting  impact. 

“A  teammate  who  was  supposed  to  meet  with  a  patient  and  Bill  got 
stuck  in  the  trainer’s  room,  so  Bill  asked  me  to  help  out,”  Andrews 
recalls.  “I  was  busy  warming  up,  but  I  spent  a  few  minutes  with  the  kid, 
who  was  a  Little  League  star  looking  forward  to  playing  the  next  year 
after  his  treatment  was  done.  I  wished  him  luck.  Bill  came  up  to  me 
afterwards  and  said,  ‘Thanks,  Mike.  That  meant  a  lot.  There  isn’t  much 
we  can  do  for  that  boy.  We’re  sending  him  home.’  That  made  me  real¬ 
ize  that  an  0-4  day  at  the  plate  really  doesn’t  mean  too  much  in  the 
scheme  of  things.” 

Andrews  had  few  hitless  days  down  the  stretch,  as  he  hit  a  torrid 
.356  during  September  to  help  the  Red  Sox  capture  their  improbable 


Mike  and  comedian  Norm  Crosby  take  to  the  airwaves  during  a  mid-1980s  Jimmy  Fund 
Radiothon.  (Jimmy  Fund  photo) 
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MIKE  ANDREWS 


AL  title  with  a  5-3  win  over  the  Minnesota  Twins  at  Fenway  on  the  sea¬ 
son’s  final  day.  “Most  of  us  were  young  guys  not  making  big  salaries,” 
he  says,  “but  when  Yaz  stood  up  in  a  clubhouse  meeting  and  suggest¬ 
ed  we  give  a  full  share  of  our  World  Series  money  to  the  Jimmy  Fund 
in  honor  of  the  Yawkeys,  we  voted  unanimously  in  favor  of  the  idea.” 

After  batting  .308  in  the  Sox  seven-game  Series  loss  to  the  St. 
Louis  Cardinals  that  October,  Andrews  was  an  American  League  All- 
Star  within  two  years.  In  1970  he  hit  a  career-high  17  home  runs,  but 
that  winter  was  traded  to  the  Chicago  White  Sox  for  future  Hall  of 
Famer  Luis  Aparicio.  Today  he  laughs  about  the  swap  in  his  typical 
self-deprecating  manner,  saying  that  Aparicio  was  55  at  the  time  (actu¬ 
ally,  he  was  only  36). 

His  family  already  included  three  children  living  in  the  Peabody 
house  where  he  and  Marilyn  still  reside,  but  Mike  reluctantly  head¬ 
ed  west  -  where  he  failed  to  match  his  Boston  performance  during 
the  next  three  years.  Finishing  his  big-league  career  as  a  backup  on 
the  ’73  World  Series-champion  A’s,  he  spent  the  1975  season  playing 
in  Japan  before  retiring  from  pro  ball  at  age  32  and  moving  back  to 
Peabody  to  stay. 

A  New  Career 

His  warm  smile,  friendly  demeanor,  and  popularity  in  New 
England  as  a  member  of  the  most  beloved  Red  Sox  team  of  all  time 
gave  Andrews  plenty  of  assets  to  bring  to  a  post-playing  career.  He 
opted  for  a  position  with  the  Mass  Mutual  Insurance  Co.,  and  was  just 
settling  into  his  new  vocation  when  he  got  a  call  from  former  Red  Sox 
broadcaster  Ken  Coleman.  The  TV  and  radio  voice  of  the  Impossible 
Dream  team,  Coleman  had  moved  on  to  the  Cincinnati  Reds  before 
being  lured  back  to  Boston  to  take  over  as  Jimmy  Fund  executive  direc¬ 
tor  upon  Roster’s  retirement. 

“Mike  had  always  been  helpful  to  the  Jimmy  Fund  during  his  days 
with  the  Red  Sox,  and  he  was  the  type  of  intelligent  and  personable 
individual  whom  I  thought  could  be  a  great  asset  as  we  attempted  to 
grow  our  fundraising  program,”  says  Coleman,  who  then  headed  a  two- 
person  staff.  “We  needed  more  people,  and  he  was  at  the  top  of  my 
list.” 

Surprised  by  the  offer,  Andrews  took  on  a  position  as  Coleman’s 
assistant  director  part-time  in  early  1979  while  continuing  his  insur¬ 
ance  work.  After  just  a  few  months,  however,  he  knew  he  had  found  a 
passion  to  replace  baseball.  “I  realized  this  is  what  I  wanted  to  do,”  he 


says.  “It  just  fit  for  me;  the  cause  and  the  potential  was  tremendous. 
There  were  a  lot  of  great  activities  like  golf  tournaments  going  on  for 
the  Jimmy  Fund,  but  they  needed  more  organization.  I  was  excited  by 
the  challenge.” 

Coleman  now  says  that  hiring  Andrews  was  “the  best  thing  I  ever 
did  for  the  Jimmy  Fund,”  and  the  facts  support  his  claim.  Working 
together  with  one  assistant,  the  duo  helped  the  charity  reach  $1  mil¬ 
lion  in  gifts  for  the  first  time  during  Andrews’  initial  year  aboard.  They 
set  up  structured  golf  and  annual  giving  programs,  and  worked  with 
Billy  Starr  to  start  up  the  Pan-Massachusetts  Challenge  bike-a-thon 
(PMC)  —  today,  the  biggest  single  contributor  to  the  Jimmy  Fund. 
Supported  by  Jimmy  Fund  Councils  throughout  New  England,  they 
also  hosted  a  series  of  annual  fundraising  dinners  honoring  sports  lumi¬ 
naries  including  Bobby  Orr,  Marvin  Hagler,  Ted  Williams,  and  Red 
Auerbach  that  brought  in  huge  donations  and  publicity. 

“The  same  passion  and  discipline  Mike  had  about  baseball  and 
playing  for  the  Red  Sox  carried  right  into  his  work  with  the  Jimmy 
Fund,”  says  his  old  teammate  Jim  Lonborg,  a  participant  at  many 
Dana-Farber  events  over  the  years.  'You  come  into  baseball  as  rookies 
not  only  in  the  game,  but  also  in  terms  of  what  it  means  to  give  back 
to  the  community  and  the  important  causes  to  be  a  part  of.  He  picked 
a  good  one.” 

When  Coleman  decided  to  step  down  as  director  in  1984, 
Andrews  was  the  natural  replacement.  And  in  the  years  since,  as  Dana- 
Farber  has  continued  to  grow  in  prominence  and  physical  size  as  a  can¬ 
cer  center,  the  Jimmy  Fund  has  expanded  with  it  under  Andrews’ 
leadership.  More  than  300  annual  events  now  dot  the  calendar,  and 
the  charity  raised  a  record  $37.8  million  for  DFCI  in  2002.  The  Jimmy 
Fund  Golf  Program,  Jimmy  FundWariety  Children’s  Charity  Theatre 
Program,  and  other  annual  fundraisers  have  extended  outside  New 
England  and  brought  increased  national  exposure. 

‘Real  Heroes’ 

Sixty  years  old  with  six  granddaughters,  Andrews  still  looks  like  he 
could  throw  on  a  uniform  and  head  out  to  second  base  for  the  Sox.  He 
treks  each  year  in  the  Boston  Marathon  Jimmy  Fund  Walk,  and  for 
years  joined  staff  from  his  Mike  Andrews  Baseball  Camp  -  which  he 
led  for  25  summers  -  to  do  the  fielding  and  pitching  duties  during  John 
Hancock  Fantasy  Day  at  Fenway  Park.  And,  of  course,  he’s  always  will¬ 
ing  to  make  a  “pitch”  for  the  cause  at  a  golf  tournament,  fundraising 


Mike  helps  introduce  a  young  patient  to  the  Jimmy  Fund’s  all-time  All-Star,  Ted  Williams, 
during  Ted’s  1999  visit  to  Dana-Farber.  (Jimmy  Fund  photo) 


Left  to  right:  Ted  Williams,  Einar  “Jimmy”  Gustafson,  Andrews,  and  Dana-Farber  physician 
Kenneth  Anderson,  MD,  share  a  laugh  during  the  “Splendid  Splinter’s”  1999  visit  to  DFCI. 
(Steve  Gilbert  photo) 
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Mike  gives  “thumbs  up”  to  four  Green-Monster  mashers  at 
one  of  the  Jimmy  Fund’s  most  popular  events,  John 
Hancock  Fantasy  Day  at  Fenway  (Steve  Gilbert  photo) 


Mike  gives  a  lift  to  Jimmy  Fund  Golf  Program  Director  Fred 
DiGregorio  at  a  1999  tournament.  (Jimmy  Fund  photo) 


dinner,  or  wherever  else  he’s  needed. 

“He’s  this  former  world-class  athlete,  and 
we  can’t  get  him  to  ride  a  bike  in  the  PMC  or 
run  in  the  Dana-Farber  Marathon 
Challenge,”  jokes  Lee  Nadler,  MD,  senior 
vice  president  for  Experimental  Medicine  at 
Dana-Farber.  “But  kidding  aside,  when  it 
comes  down  to  it,  he’s  the  great  face  of  the 
Jimmy  Fund.  When  he  walks  into  Fenway, 
he’s  hugged  not  just  because  of  what  he  did 
with  the  Red  Sox,  but  because  of  what  he 
means  to  New  England  through  the  Jimmy 
Fund.  I’ve  been  here  26  years,  and  he’s  been  a 
constant  force  nearly  all  that  time.  He’s 
invaluable  to  us,  even  if  he  always  burns  my 
hamburgers  during  the  PMC.” 

Asked  to  recall  his  favorite  people  during 
his  second  career,  Andrews  hesitates.  “There 
have  been  so  many  wonderful  patients  who 
have  touched  me  over  the  years  with  their 
courage  and  determination  that  I  wouldn’t 
know  where  to  start  naming  them.  We’ve  lost 
far  too  many,  of  course,  but  we’re  also  seeing 
more  and  more  of  them  make  it  -  and  that 
gives  us  great  hope. 

“When  I  was  a  kid,  guys  like  Mickey 
Mantle  were  mv  heroes,”  he  continues.  “Now 
I  know  the  real  heroes  are  down  the  street 
from  Fenway:  the  doctors,  researchers,  and 


1 


Boston  Sports 
Heroes,  WEEI 850AM, 
and  the  Red  Sox 
Team  Up  To  Support 
the  Jimmy  Fund  on 
Friday,  August  22 


«nrt‘ 


Three  young  Jimmy  Fund  Clinic  patients  help  Andrews  and 
Rookie  of  the  Year  Nomar  Garciaparra  accept  a  $5,000 
check  from  the  Major  League  Baseball  Players  Association 
in  1998.  (Karen  Cummings  photo) 


Andrews  is  always  ready  to  pick  up  a  check  for  the  Jimmy 
Fund  at  Fenway  Park;  in  this  case  from  New  England-area 
Hyundai  Motor  America  dealers  (Jimmy  Fund  photo) 


caregivers  at  Dana-Farber  who  are  treating 
patients  and  working  toward  cures  every  day,” 
Andrews  says.  “I’m  very  excited  for  the  future, 
and  I  hope  I  can  stay  here  long  enough  to 
watch  cancer  turned  into  a  chronic  but  cur¬ 
able  disease. 

“That’s  my  life’s  dream,  and  to  be  here 
when  it  finally  happens  would  be  incredible.” 

For  more  information  on  the  Jimmy 
Fund  or  to  make  a  gift,  please  visit 
www.jimmyfund.org. 

Saul  Wisnia  is  publications  editor  at  Dana- 
Farber  and  the  author  of  several  books,  most 
recently  The  Jimmy  Fund  of  Dana-Farber 
Cancer  Institute  ( Arcadia  Publishing, 
2002).  His  articles  on  the  relationship  between 
Red  Sox  players  and  young  Jimmy  Fund  Clinic 
patients  (written  with  Debra  Ruder)  and  Red 
Sox  broadcaster  Uri  Berenguer  -  a  former  clin¬ 
ic  patient  -  appeared  in  earlier  editions  of  this 
year’s  Red  Sox  Magazine. 


All  sports,  all-stars,  all  day  at  Fenway! 
Calling  all  Boston  sports  fans  to  either 
attend  or  tune  in  (on  850AM)  to  the  WEEI 
Jimmy  Fund  Radiothon,  both  at  the  ball¬ 
park  and  on-air,  on  Friday,  Aug.  22. 

Three  special  events  at  Fenway’s  Players 
Club  and  a  live  radiothon  on  WEEI  have 
been  scheduled  to  celebrate  the  50-year 
anniversary  of  the  extraordinary  Boston 
Red  Sox-Jimmy  Fund  connection.  All  will 
benefit  the  Jimmy  Fund,  the  Sox  official 
charity. 

First  there’s  the  “Breakfast  with  the 
Bosses”  ($150)  from  8  to  9:30  a.m.  with 
the  owners  of  the  Red  Sox,  Patriots, 
Celtics,  and  Bruins.  Next,  from  noon  to 
2:30  p.m.,  “Lunch  With  the  Boys”  ($200) 
offers  an  “insider’s”  tour  of  historic 
Fenway  Park  and  a  chance  to  hobnob 
with  this  year’s  players.  From  4:30  to  6:30 
p.m.,  “With  the  Legends”  ($250)  features 
sports  stars  from  each  of  New  England’s 
“big  four”  professional  teams,  including 
the  Celtics'  John  Havlicek  and  the 
Patriots’  John  Hannah.  Attendees  get 
tickets  to  that  evening’s  Red  Sox-Seattle 
Marinters  game. 

Tune  into  WEEI  850AM  for  ticket  sales, 
and  be  sure  to  listen  on  Friday,  Aug.  22, 
from  6  a.m.  to  midnight,  or  visit  the 
station’s  Fenway  Park  (Lansdowne  Street) 
studio  for  the  star-packed  radiothon/party. 
Announcers  will  be  interviewing  past  and 
present  sports  greats,  celebrities  such  as 
Ben  Affleck,  Stephen  King,  and  Anthony 
Clark,  plus  some  lesser-known  but  just  as 
important  “celebrities”  -  Jimmy  Fund 
Clinic  patients  and  the  doctors  and  nurses 
who  treat  them  and  search  for  cures. 
Information  is  also  available  at 
www.jimmyfundradiothon.org. 
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A  warm  welcome  to  Quanacut  House  awaited  John  Henry  as  Red  Sox 
Executive  Vice  President  of  Public  Affairs  Charles  Steinberg  looked  on. 


Gifts  of  sporting  equipment  delighted  the  children. 
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Pawtucket  General  Manager  Lou  Schwechheimer,  Wally,  PawSox 
Chairman  of  the  Board  Ben  Mondor  and  John  Henry. 

Continued  on  Page  25 


RED  SOX  VISIT  RHODE  ISLAND  ON 
TOUR  OF  NEW  ENGLAND  STATES 


Emcee  Bob  Rodgers  and  former  Sox  and 
current  NESN  analyst  Sam  Horn. 


PawSox  mascot,  Paws,  and  Wally,  the 
Green  Monster  joined  in  some  fun  and 
games  with  the  children. 


On  Thursday,  July  3,  a  Red  Sox 
entourage  led  by  Principal  Owner 
John  Henry ;  visited  Rhode  Island  as 
part  of  the  five-state  regional  day 
events  to  thank  the  loyal  Red  Sox  fans 
of  Rhode  Island  for  their  support  of  the 
team.  While  Fenway  Ambassadors, 
with  assistance  from  Wally,  the  Green 
Monster,  distributed  hats  and  gifts  to 
the  youngsters  who  congregated  at  the 
State  Capitol,  John  Henry  met  with 
Rhode  Island  Governor  Donald  Fenway  Ambassadors  handed  out  hats  and  other  goodies  to  the 
Carden,  Senator  ]ohn  Celona  and  excited  young  fans  who  gathered  at  the  State  House. 

Providence  Mayor  David  Cicilline 
among  others  before  assembling  on  the 
State  House  steps  for  the  kick-off  event.  Emcee  Bob 
Rodgers  of  NESN  introduced  other  Red  Sox  staff;  former 
Red  Sox  and  current  Ocean  State  resident  Sam  Horn  and 
local  political  dignitaries,  some  of  whom  were  presented 
with  Red  Sox  jackets  by  John  Henry. 


After  a  roundtable  discussion  at  the  Providence  Journal, 
the  Red  Sox  contingent  visited  the  non-profit  Quanacut 
House  in  East  Providence,  a  childrens  home  for  boys  ages 
6-12,  to  meet  the  youngsters  and  make  a  charitable  dona¬ 
tion  to  the  House.  It  was  then  on  to  McCoy  Stadium , 
home  of  the  Pawtucket  Red  Sox,  where  John  Henry  met 
with  the  PawSox  ownership  and  players  before  the  sched¬ 
uled  Pawtucket-ScrantonIWB  game. 


SECOND 


Providence  Mayor  Cicilline  spoke  to  the  assembly  before 
awarding  John  Henry  the  key  to  the  city. 


John  Henry  presenting  Gov.  Carcieri  with  a  Red  Sox  jacket. 
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John  Henry  enjoyed  a  sit-down  with  the  youngsters  and 
mascots. 


§)  2003  MLB  Advanced  Media,  LP.  All  rights  reserved. 


RHODE  ISLAND  DAY 


2003  Red  Sox  Giveaways  &  Events 


Fenway  First-Timer 

On  July  20, 2003, 108-year-old 
Mary  Ray  from  Maine  attended  her  first 
Red  Sox  game  at  Fenway  Park.  She  was 
honored  before  the  game  and  present¬ 
ed  a  Red  Sox  jacket  by  Red  Sox  third 
base  coach  Mike  Cubbage  as  her 
granddaughter,  Kathy  Ray,  looked  on. 
Mary  said  that  her  day  at  Fenway  was 
the  best  day  of  her  life! 

i. 
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John  Henry  admired  the  many  photos  and  collages  aligning  the  A  tour  of  the  clubhouse  and  meetings  with  the  players.  A  real  McCoy  welcome  for  John  Henry! 
walls  of  McCoy  Stadium. 


Wally  and  Paws  gave  the  day’s  events  a  thumbs  up. 


Photos  by  Cindy  Loo. 


Aug.  10 

Salute  To  Connecticut  Day 

Sept.  17 

Salute  To  Rhode  Island  Day 

Aug.  24 

Salute  To  Vermont  Day 

Family  Bargain  Game 

25%  Off  Most  Tickets 

Sept.  14 

Salute  To  Maine  Day 

Sept.  15 

Pedro  Martinez  Replica 

Jersey  T-Shirts 

Presented  by  The  Sports  Authority 

Sept.  18 

Family  Bargain  Game 

25%  Off  Most  Tickets 

Sept.  22 

Family  Bargain  Game 

25%  Off  Most  Tickets 

Family  Bargain  Game 

25%  Off  Most  Tickets 

Sept.  16 

Family  Bargain  Game 

25%  Off  Most  Tickets 

Sept.  23 

Family  Bargain  Game 

25%  Off  Most  Tickets 

Sept.  24 

Family  Bargain  Game 

25%  Off  Most  Tickets 

ed  Sox  fans  are  renowned  for  their  loy¬ 
alty  and  longevity  (as  in  “long-suffer¬ 
ing  Red  Sox  fan”).  While  it’s  com¬ 
monplace  to  cite  the  number  of  years  since 
the  Sox  last  won  a  World  Series,  and  the  “19- 
18”  taunt  is  often  heard  during  Boston’s  vis¬ 
its  to  Yankee  Stadium,  there  really  aren’t  that 
many  people  still  living  who  recall  that  1918 
World  Series.  What  about  someone  who 
recalls  the  1903  World  Series  -  the  first 
World  Series  ever  held? 

Kathryn  Gemme  turned  108  years  old 
in  November  2002.  She  was  born  on 
November  9,  1894  and  was  almost  nine 
years  old  when  Jimmy  Collins,  Cy  Young, 
Bill  Dineen  and  others  won  the  1903  World 
Series  for  Boston.  And  in  2003,  she  is  more 
of  a  Red  Sox  rooter  than  ever  before,  a 
knowledgeable  and  dedicated  fan  who  loves 
to  put  her  Sox  on.  She’s  hoping  that  2003  is 
the  “next  year”  we’ve  all  been  awaiting  for 
such  a  long  time. 

In  mid-season  2002,  Ms.  Gemme 
entered  the  Atrium  Nursing  Center  in 
Middleboro,  Massachusetts  and  soon 
encountered  Sharon  Gosling,  the  center’s 
activities  director  who  claims  for  herself  the 
title  of  the  “second  biggest  Red  Sox  fan”  in 
the  facility. 

Kathryn  has  a  Red  Sox  beanie  baby  that 
she  holds  while  watching  games.  Registered 
nurse  Jan  Risgin  says  of  Kathryn,  “She  pops 
popcorn  and  watches  the  game.  She’s  always 
talking  about  Braves  Field.  She  saw  Lou 
Gehrig  play  and  thought  he  was  amazing. 
Babe  Ruth,  she  saw  him  play.. .but  then  he 
went  to  that  team.” 

That  team.  She’s  no  Yankees  fan.  Don’t 
get  her  started.  “The  Yankees,  they  were 
always  our  enemy.  I  hate  them.  You  know 
who  I  was  glad  to  see  out  of  the  Yankees? 
Paul  O’Neill.  He  was  crabby.  And  that 
Clemens.  The  way  he  holds  that  ball  and 
looks  at  it.  What  does  he  think  he’s  seeing?” 

Kathryn  Gemme  is  a  diehard  Sox  fan  - 
and  not  ready  to  expire  just  yet.  Once  the 
Sox  were  eliminated  in  2002,  she  said,  “I 
must  just  be  waiting  for  them  to  win  anoth¬ 
er  one.”  She’s  healthy  -  the  only  medicine 
she  takes,  reports  nurse  Risgin,  are  “baby 
aspirin  and  a  vitamin.” 

She’s  followed  baseball  for  years  and 
years.  And  years.  If  there’s  a  game  on,  it’s  a 
priority.  “Something  gets  a  hold  of  you.  The 


by  Bill  Nowlin 

radio,  the  announcing... you  could  picture 
yourself  at  the  game.  Even  when  I  was  at 
home  in  my  80s,  if  people  came  calling,  I’d 
have  to  tell  them,  ‘There’s  a  game  on,  you 
know.’  I’d  be  listening  to  the  game,  not  lis¬ 
tening  to  what  they  were  saying.” 

She  has  her  favorite  Red  Sox  players 
these  days  and  she  shows  a  real  under¬ 
standing  of  the  game.  Two  favorites  of 
today  are  Nomar  Garciaparra  and  Jason 
Varitek.  Of  Nomar,  she  says  “Nomar  - 
that’s  MY  exercise!  Heel  and  toe.  Heel  to 
toe!  Nomar.  We  have  accepted  Nomar. 
He  is  everybody’s  favorite,  lie’s  a  natural  at 
what  he  does,  he  doesn’t  thump  his  chest, 
and  he  makes  watching  baseball  thrilling.” 

Catchers  have  always  fascinated  her. 
Sharon  Gosling  explains  that  Kathryn 
admires  them  for  the  role  they  play  in  the 
game,  “calling  the  throws,  the  continuous 
movement,  well,  just  the  responsibility'  in 
general.  She  admires  Jason  Varitek  for  his 


confidence,  the  way  he  portrays  himself, 
his  positive  attitude,  and  the  fact  he  is 
always  ready.  Varitek.  I  just  like  him,” 
Kathryn  says.  “When  he  squats.  He  seems 
so  confident.  I  like  the  way  he  calls  the 
pitches.  They  don’t  shake  him  off  very 
often.” 

That’s  perceptive,  and  accurate. 
Pitchers  rarely  do  shake  off  Varitek.  She’s 
observant  about  other  matters,  too.  “Did 
you  notice  what  (Brian)  Daubach  does 
before  he  hits?  fakes  his  hat  off  and  rubs 
his  head  three  times.”  This  is  a  woman 
who’s  tuned  in  to  the  Red  Sox. 

How  long  has  she  been  a  Red  Sox  fan? 
At  first,  she  followed  the  Boston  Braves. 
“Since  I  knew  anything  about  baseball, 
I’ve  followed  it.  Since  1  was  14  years  old.  It 
was  the  Braves,  the  Braves.  I  was  born  in 
Chicopee  Falls.  I  went  to  school  with 
Rabbit  Maranville  (Hall  of  Fame  shortstop 
whose  23-year  career  from  1912-35  includ- 
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ed  two  stints  with  the  Boston  Braves,  1912-20  and 
1929-35).  He  went  to  Springfield  High  School  and  I 
was  in  Chicopee  just  on  the  border.  We  got  to  know 
each  other.  He  was  a  cute  little  guy.  And  he  had  that 
vest-pocket  catch! 

Back  then,  baseball  was  just  a  game  to  me. 
Hitting  the  ball  and  running.  It  wasn’t  until  I  got 
older  that  I  realized  why  they  would  pass  anybody 
(give  an  intentional  walk).  I  used  to  say  to  myself, 
‘The  damn  fool  put  him  on  base  for  nothing.’” 

Kathryn  does  recall  the  first  World  Series, 
though  only  dimly. 

“Rah-rah-rah.  I  knew 
about  it.  When  you’re 
9  years  old. ..until  I  was 
14,  you  don’t  pay  atten¬ 
tion.”  She  has  similarly 
vague  memories  of  the 
Red  Sox  triumphs  in 
1912,  1915  and  1916  - 
and  if  she’s  right  about 
being  18  at  the  time, 
she  attended  her  first 
game  the  year  after 
Fenway  Park  opened. 

“We  were  young  kids. 

18  years  old.  We  went 
on  a  trolley  car.  1  just 
know  they  won  a  lot  of 
them  -  but  they  haven’t 
won  for  a  long  time.  In 
1918, 1  was  23  and  I  was 
raising  my  children,  but 
I  listened  to  the  game 
on  the  radio  when  my 
husband  tuned  in.  I  never  forgot  the  Red  Sox.  We 
saw  Babe  Ruth  play.  He  was  a  pitcher.  I  remember 
him  in  knickers,  and  the  little  steps  running  to  first 
base.  It’s  a  vivid  memory.  If  Babe  Ruth  was  alive 
today,  he’d  be  my  age. 

“My  mother  was  just  a  plain  ordinary  woman. 
She  died  very  young  at  age  39.  My  dad  was  a 
mechanic.  He  was  a  Stevens-Duryea  mechanic,  the 
automobile.  No  college  graduate,  but  he  had  a  lot  of 


logic.  That’s  my  father.  My  dad  got  remarried, 
which  was  a  no-no  then.  There  were  only  two  chil¬ 
dren,  myself  and  my  sister. 

“My  husband  was  a  machinist.  Ovella  Gemme. 
During  the  war,  he  made  guns.  Stocks.  In 
Springfield.  He  had  to  stay  home.  We  had  the  two 
children.  Stevens  Arms  and  Tools.  Gemme  - 
French.  Mine  was  a  French  name,  too  -  Moreau, 
although  my  mother  was  Irish. 

“I  was  just  plain  common  Lizzie.  I’ll  tell  you, 
though,  I  did  my  share  during  the  war.  I  helped 

to  assemble  parachutes. 
World  War  II.  They  didn’t 
have  parachutes  in  the 
first  World  War.  They 
wanted  married  women  to 
work.  You  know  how  big  a 
parachute  is?  We  had  to 
string  them  and  be  sure 
they  were  strung  right, 
because  if  they  weren’t 
perfect,  they  wouldn’t 
open.  The  only  time  I  ever 
left  the  house  was  during 
the  war,  to  do  those  para¬ 
chutes  at  the  Shawmut 
Woolen  Mills.” 

Though  more  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  Braves  than 
the  Red  Sox,  Kathryn 
switched  loyalties  about 
five  years  before  the 
Braves  left  town.  Those 
were  some  great  Red  Sox 
years,  starting  in  1946,  but 
it  was  a  catcher  who  caught  her  eye.  “I’ve  been  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  Red  Sox  since  Birdie  Tebbetts.” 

Today,  baseball  plays  an  important  role  in 
Kathryn’s  life.  “I  watch  as  often  as  I  can.  I  would  say 
every  game.  I’ve  lost  some  of  my  eyesight  -  the  corners 
are  cut  off  -  but  I  still  watch  every'  game.  Sometimes  I 
can  lose  track  of  the  ball,  lose  the  flight  of  the  ball,  but 
my  eyes  are  glued  to  it.  I  love  baseball.” 

Her  family  pays  for  NESN  so  she 


"Homar  -  that’s  MY 
exercise!  Heel  and  toe. 
Heel  to  toe!  Homar.  We 
have  accepted  Homar. 

He  is  everybody’s 
favorite,  he’s  a  natural 
at  uuhat  he  does,  he 
doesn’t  Thump  his  chest, 
and  he  makes  match¬ 
ing  baseball  thrilling.” 
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Preferred  Card  of 


Major  League  Baseball. 


■tioi  moui  niimi 


When  it’s  time  for  him  to  hear  “play  ball"  in  living  color,  you'll  be  happy  to  know  the  Official  Card 
of  Major  League  Baseball'  is  accepted  all  over,  from  the  ticket  booth  to  the  souvenir  shop. 


for  everything  else  there’s  MasterCard? 


there  are  some  things  money  can’t  buy. 


KATHRYN  GEMME 


RED  SOX  PLAYER  CAPSULE 
COMMENTS 

TED  WILLIAMS?  That’s  a  foregone  conclusion.  He 
was  the  Splendid  Splinter.  I’d  just  have  to  say  he 
was  the  best  ever.  I  saw  him  play.  I  can  see  that 
tall,  lanky  running  kid.  He  kind  of  loped.  My  hus¬ 
band  was  alive  then.  I’d  never  leave  my  seat,  even 
to  go  to  the  bathroom.  You  had  to  admire  Ted  for 
what  he  did.  I  guess  he  wasn’t  very  sociable,  but 
he  was  marvelous  with  no  question. 

You  know  who  stands  out  in  my  memory?  The  guy 
who  ran  backwards  to  first  base.  JIMMY  PIERSALL. 
I  always  admired  him.  Also,  another  one  - 1  can  pic¬ 
ture  him  pushing  his  home  run.  CARLTON  FISK.  I 
liked  him.  Big  square  jaw.  Determination  right 
there.  VARITEK  is  right  up  there  with  NOMAR,  but 
with  half  the  recognition. 

DEREK  LOWE,  wasn’t  he  21-8?  Isn’t  that  great! 
He’s  coming  along  now,  at  first,  I  was  afraid  for 
him  [referring  to  his  struggles  in  2001].  JIM  RICE 
-  I  absolutely  loved  him.  Besides  being  a  hand¬ 
some  man,  he  was  a  handsome  player.  He  was  a 
lot  of  fun  to  watch. 

WADE  BOGGS  -  When  he  got  up,  I  was  sure  he 
was  going  to  get  a  hit. 

Mo.  I  liked  MO  VAUGHN.  [She  also  liked  JOHN 
VALENTIN]. 

CANSECO,  he  was  a  crybaby. 

JOHNNY  PESKY.  From  Doerr  to  Pesky,  I  remember 
that.  And  he  played  the  hot  comer,  too. 

I  liked  that  nice  pitcher  for  the  Red  Sox,  LUIS 
TIANT. 

Even  now,  I  try  to  remember  the  replacements  on 
the  Red  Sox.  If  you  remember  your  own  name  at 
108,  you’re  doing  good. 


Holding  her  photo  of  Jason.  Photo  by  Bill  Nowlin. 


needn’t  miss  a  single  game.  At  the  nursing 
home,  she’ll  follow  every  play  -  though  she 
has  to  be  respectful  of  her  roommate.  “But 
when  she’s  out,  I  turn  it  up.”  What  about 
those  late  night  West  Coast  road  trip  games 
that  don’t  even  start  until  after  10  p.m. 
Boston  time?  “I  don’t  take  a  nap,  but  I  stay 
with  it.  I  wait  till  it’s  over.” 

Baseball  has  taken  on  more  signifi¬ 
cance  since  she  turned  100.  “The  last  8 
years,  I  can’t  read.  Baseball  always  thrilled 
me.  Now  it’s  the  only  pleasure  I  have.  It’s 
what  I  like  to  do.  I  don’t  care  if  other  peo¬ 
ple  like  it  or  not.  I  love  it.  When  I  was  grow¬ 
ing  up,  I  didn’t  realize  (all  the  strategy).  I 
just  knew  I  always  liked  it.  I  liked  the  Red 
Sox.  I  went  to  games  way  back  when  I 
didn’t  know  my  ear  from  my  elbow.  I  won’t 
live  long  enough  to  learn  all  there  is  to 
know  about  baseball!” 

What  about  off-days  during  the  season? 
“No  game  tonight?  I’ll  watch  a  ballgame, 
though.  The  National  League.  Once  in  a 
while,  I’ll  watch  Maddux  pitch.  I’ll  watch 
something.  As  long  as  there’s  action.  I’m 
ashamed  to  say,  but  I  like  boxing,  too.” 

Does  Kathryn  have  other  interests 
besides  sports?  “To  tell  you  the  truth,  there’s 
not  much.  I  had  to  leave  the  organ.  My  son- 
in-law  gave  me  an  organ.  I  played  the  organ 
until  about  6  months  ago,  but  the  Red  Sox 
are  my  godsend.” 


How  does  she  feel  when  the  Red  Sox 
lose  a  game?  “How  would  you  feel  if  you 
lost  your  wallet?  They’ve  come  up  short  so 
many  times.  When  they  miss  the  ball  with 
a  couple  of  runners  on  base,  I  think  I  could 
have  hit  that!” 

How  does  she  feel  if  they  win? 
“Ecstatic.  We  hope!  But  when  they  get  3  or 
4  runs  behind... no,  never  give  up.” 

Why  can’t  the  Sox  seem  to  ever  win  it 
all  any  more?  She  doesn’t  believe  in  any 
curse.  “I  don’t  know.  That’s  a  toughie.  You 
would  never  want  to  say  that  the  Red  Sox 
ever  relax.  They  play  their  hearts  out.” 

And  after  the  season  is  over,  she  will 
follow  some  football  and  some  basketball  - 
but  will  look  forward  more  to  watching 
even  more  baseball  -  on  ESPN  Classic 
Sports.  And  waiting,  again,  until  next  year. 

Kathryn  is  hopeful  this  year,  2003.  “It’s 


Kathryn  clutching  her  prized  possessions,  a  Nomar  photo 
and  bear.  Photo  by  Bill  Nowlin. 


become  a  little  more  difficult  for  me  to  fol¬ 
low  the  games  this  year,”  she  admits.  “I’m  a 
little  confused  with  all  the  new  names, 
though  Kevin  Millar  stands  out  for  me.  I  was 
disappointed  that  they  traded  Shea 
Hillenbrand,  but  as  long  as  they  keep 
Nomar  and  Jason  Varitek,  they  should  be 
OK.” 


Sharon  Gosling  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Red  Sox 
about  Kathryn  Gemme  and  they’  responded 
with  a  package  containing  a  letter  and  photos 
of  Nomar  Garciaparra  [signed],  Jason  Varitek 
and  Brian  Daubach.  “J  couldn’t  believe  it  -  for 
me?"  She  showed  it  to  all  her  new  friends  at 
Atrium,  but  they  didn’t  seem  that  excited.  “/ 
thought  they’d  go  ga-ga  over  it.  I  love  it. 
There’s  no  doubt  about  it.’’  Weeks  later, 
Kathym  was  still  pleased  and  excited  that  the 
Red  Sox  had  sent  her  these  items.  They  are 
minor  treasures  she  keeps  with  her  throughout 
the  season.  ■ 
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rrom  June  /th  to  June  loth,  home  runs  hit  in  Ma|or  League 
Baseball  will  raise  money  to  help  find  a  cure  for  prostate  cancer. 
Join  the  CaP  CURE  Home  Run  Challenge  by  making  a  pledge  or 
a  donation  from  May  15th  to  July  1st. 


MAJOR  LEAGUE  BASEBALL 


call  I- 800-547-CURE  or  go  to  WWW.PROSTATECANCERFOUNDAflON.ORG 


Major  League  Baseball  trademarks  and  copyrights  are  used  with  the  permission  of  Major  League  Baseball  Properties,  Inc 


By  Gene  Shalit, 
as  told  to  Gene  Shalit 


Baseball  is  loaded  with  more  good 
stories,  legends,  tales,  yarns, 
laughter  and  lies  than  any  other 
sport.  The  game  is  rich  in  great 
players,  screwball  players,  rubes,  ruses, 
unforgettable  games,  zany  incidents,  vivid 
nicknames,  heroes,  goats,  wide-eyed 
rookies,  sharp-eyed  umpires,  crafty  man¬ 
agers,  bizarre  commissioners  and  the 
exaggerated/never  happened  memories 
of  millions  of  fans. 

It  is  the  game  of  the  people.  As  the  hon¬ 
ored  historian  Jacques  Barzun  has  famously 
said,  “Whoever  wants  to  know  the  heart  and 
mind  of  America  had  better  learn  baseball...” 

American  writers  and  artists  have  written 
more  books,  plays,  stories  and  songs  about 
baseball  than  about  any  other  game.  Its  his¬ 
tory  and  lore  are  as  unparalleled  as  Casey 
Stengel’s  legs. 

Baseball  even  has  its  own  anthem:  "Take 
Me  Out  To  The  Ball  Game.”  It  even  has  its  own 
poem:  “Casey  at  the  Bat.”  It  even  has  its  own 
insect:  “The  Fly.” 

Hollywood  caught  the  baseball  bug  early. 
Writers  pitched  ideas  for  baseball  movies  by 
tapping  into  baseball’s  rich  mine  (A  diamond 
mine,  naturally.) 

If  a  writer  wound  up  in  a  producer's  office 
and  pitched  a  curve,  he  was  thrown  out.  But 
many  pitches  turned  into  hits.  Even  some  that 
were  off  the  wall  scored  big. 
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peakperformance 
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PERFORMANCE  APPAREL 


nEUJErd 


New  Era  and  Major  League  Baseball 
introduce  the  latest 
in  performance  headwear  and 
advanced  fabric  technology. 


Engineered  to  keep  you 
dry  and  comfortable. 
Advanced  fabric  construction 
wicks  moisture  from  skin 
enhancing  comfort 
and  performance. 


nEUJErd 


hew  era  cap  mcam 


new  era  cap  company 
8061  erie  road  •  derby,  new  york  14047 
1  800  989.0445 


As  this  issue  goes  to  press  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  2003,  some  78  baseball  movies  are 
available  on  home  video.  No  other  sport 
(except  sex)  comes  close.  In  the  land  of  video, 
baseball  is  a  blockbuster. 

The  ever-popular  Red  Sox  vice-president 
Dick  Bresciani  has  asked  me  to  name  the  10 
Best,  but  Nine  seems  more  appropriate  for 
baseball,  one  for  each  position. 

I  don’t  want  to  be  inundated  by  an  e-mail 
field  of  screams  from  knowledgeable  fans,  so 
the  movies  will  be  listed  alphabetically. 

THE  STARTING  LINEUP: 

Bad  News  Bears,  1976.  Manager  Walter 
Matthau  drinks  beer,  there’s  a  good  head  on 
kid  pitcher  Tatum  O’Neal,  and  small  fry  field¬ 
ers  handle  all  the  hops.  Result:  a  refreshing 
comedy  brew.  If  they  lose,  they’ll  be  sadder 
bud  wiser.  (They  win.) 

Bang  the  Drum  Slowly,  1973.  It’s  an  earlier 
time  and  the  young  Robert  DeNiro  plays  a  sim¬ 
ple,  unsophisticated  major  league  catcher.  His 
closest  friend  and  confidant  is  Michael 
Moriarty,  the  team’s  star  pitcher.  With  the 
mournful  cowboy  title  song  setting  the  tone, 
this  is  unsurpassed  among  baseball  films, 
because  it’s  about  a  lot  more  than  the  game. 


The  Bingo  Long  Traveling  All-Stars  and 
Motor  Kings,  1976.  Life  (difficult)  and 
laughter  (plenty)  among  Negro  baseball  play¬ 
ers  barnstorming  in  the  1930s.  James  Earl 
Jones  and  Richard  Pryor  are  in  there  swing¬ 
ing,  as  Billy  Dee  Williams  gets  a  handle  on 
Satchel  Paige. 

Bull  Durham,  1988.  Funny,  close  to  authentic 
and  sexy.  A  hit  for  Kevin  Costner,  but  Susan 
Sarandan  gets  the  save. 

Damn  Yankees,  1958.  A  devilish  musical 
with  plenty  to  sing  about.  “You  Gotta  Have 
Heart”  if  you  want  to  win.  And  as  it  turns  out, 
whatever  Lola  wants,  Lola  gets. 

Fear  Strikes  Out,  1957.  No  fun  and  games 
here:  Anthony  Perkins  is  the  mentally  troubled 
Jimmy  Piersall  of  the  Red  Sox  (1952-58)  and 
Karl  Malden  is  outstanding  as  his  oppressive 
and  controlling  father. 

Field  of  Dreams,  1989.  A  hokey  but  good- 
hearted  supernatural  myth  that  gets  Shoeless 
Joe  Jackson  wrong.  Kevin  Costner  and  James 
Earl  Jones,  with  a  memorable  monologue  by 
Burt  Lancaster.  Thousands  of  American 
tourists  have  made  a  shrine  of  the  movie’s 
site — the  Lansing  family  farm  in  Dyersville, 
Iowa — thereby  turning  a  rural  diamond  into  gold. 


BEST  BASEBALL  MOVIES 


A  League  of  Their  Own,  1992.  With  men 
fighting  overseas  in  WW2,  women  decided  to 
strike  out  on  their  own.  In  this  comedy,  Rosie 
O’Donnell,  Madonna  and  Geena  Davis  deal 
with  their  soused  manager,  Tom  Hanks,  who 
drives  them  bats. 

The  Life  and  Times  of  Hank  Greenberg, 

1998.  The  award-winning  documentary  about 
the  great  Detroit  Tigers  slugger  whose  58 
homers  nearly  dethroned  Babe  Ruth  in  1938. 
The  amiable  6-foot-4  Greenberg  was  a  colos¬ 
sus  at  first  base.  He  had  to  deal  with  fire¬ 
balling  pitchers  and  hateful  off-field  anti- 
Semitism.  He  triumphed  over  all,  being  over¬ 
whelmingly  elected  to  the  Hall  of  Fame  on  the 
first  ballot  in  1956,  with  84.9%  of  the  vote. 
Hank  even  got  votes  before  he  retired. 

Okay,  one  more  movie — I  guess  we  should 
have  a  first-class  player  ready  to  pinch  hit  or 
serve  as  the  (boo,  hiss)  designated  hitter.  I 
vote  for  Pride  of  the  Yankees,  the  sentimen¬ 
talized  saga  of  Lou  Gehrig,  the  foredoomed 
Iron  Horse,  whose  tearful  farewell  in  Yankee 
Stadium  on  July  4, 1939  remains  one  of  base¬ 
ball’s  eternal  moments.  His  number  4  was 
retired — the  first  number  ever  retired  in  base¬ 
ball  history.  A  fan  is  said  to  have  remarked, 
“What  a  weird  coincidence  that  Lou  Gehrig 
caught  a  disease  that  had  the  same  name.” 


©  Gene  Shalit  2003 


And  now,  to  go  into  extra  innings,  here  are  a  half  dozen  of 
the  worst  baseball  movies  ever: 

The  Babe  Ruth  Story  (1948).  William  Bendix,  Claire  Trevor 
and  Mel  Allen.  (A  Bambino  bombo.) 

For  Love  of  the  Game  (1999).  Kevin  Costner.  (All  the  thrills 
and  electrifying  excitement  of  an  intentional  walk.) 

Pride  of  St.  Louis  (1952).  Dan  Dailey  as  Dizzy  Dean. 

(Dizzy  would  have  beaned  him.) 

Safe  at  Home  (1962).  Mickey  Mantle,  Roger  Maris.  (Whiff.) 

The  Winning  Team  (1952).  Doris  Day,  Ronald  Reagan. 

(This  one  he  should  have  vetoed.) 
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HEAR  THE  CROWD  ROAR? 


IT’S  FOR  HUGE  PORTIONS  OF  GREAT  FOOD 

AT  TERRIFIC  PRICES 


MASSACHUSETTS 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

CONNECTICUT 

Andover 

Foxboro 

Saugus 

Concord 

Bristol 

Ashland 

Haverhill 

Seekonk 

Hooksett 

Glastonbury 

Auburn 

Hingham 

Somerville 

Keene 

Newington 

Billerica 

Hudson 

Springfield 

Londonderry 

Vernon 

Braintree 

Lowell 

Stoneham 

Manchester 

Wallingford 

Bridgewater 

Lynnfield 

Taunton 

Nashua 

Waterbury 

Cambridge 

Mashpee 

Walpole 

N.  Conway 

Canton 

Milford 

Waltham 

Portsmouth 

Centerville 

North  Andover 

Wareham 

Salem 

RHODE  ISLAND 

Charlestown 

N.  Attleboro 

W.  Concord 

Seabrook 

Danvers 

Easton 

E.  Longmeadow 

N.  Dartmouth 

Pittsfield 

Pembroke-Opening  Spring  2003 

W.  Yarmouth 

Westford 

Weymouth 

Tilton 

MAINE 

Newport 

Fairhaven 

Quincy 

Wilmington 

Auburn 

VERMONT 

Fall  River 

Revere 

Woburn 

Augusta 

Falmouth 

Fitchburg 

Rockland 

Salem 

Worcester 

Biddeford 

S.  Portland 

Topsham 

Rutland 

The  Official  Family  Restaurant 
of  the  Boston  Red  Sox 


You'll  Always  Come  Back  For  More5" 


www.99restaurants.com 


RED  SOX  BROADCASTERS 


2003  RED  SOX 
BROADCASTERS 


THE  RED  SOX  RADIO  NETWORK  will  carry 
every  game  with  Joe  Castiglione  and 
Jerry  Trupiano  handling  the  play-by-play. 
Sports  Radio  850  WEEI-AM  in  Boston  is 
the  50,000-watt  flagship  station  for  a 
network  of  59  stations  throughout  the 
New  England  Area. 


Trupiano  Is  in  his  11th  season  on  Red  Sox  radio  and 
Castiglione  has  returned  for  his  21st  season  in  the  broad¬ 
cast  booth.  Trap,  a  St.  Louis  native,  who  has  also  broadcast 
baseball  for  the  Houston  Astros  (1985-86)  and  Monteal 
Expos  (1989-90),  also  hosted  a  talk  show  for  14  years  in 
Houston.  Joe,  from  Hampden,  CT,  has  taught  a  broadcast 
journalism  course  at  Northeastern  University  for  many 
years  as  well  as  at  Franklin  Pierce  College. 


Now  more  than  ever,  NESN  is  your 
ticket  to  Red  Sox  baseball  with  cover¬ 
age  of  up  to  151  games  this  season  for 
fans  living  outside  the  Boston  DMA  (TV 
market).  Inside  the  Boston  DMA,  NESN 
is  scheduled  to  air  123  games  this  sea¬ 
son  with  UPN  38  and  WBZ  4  scheduled 
to  carry  28  games  including  every 
Friday  night  game. 

For  the  convenience  of  its  viewers, 
NESN  will  continue  the  practice  of  re¬ 
broadcasting  most  of  its  games,  usual¬ 
ly  at  midnight  and  then  again  at  noon 


In  the  broadcast  booth  for  NESN  is  Don  Orsillo  and  former  Red  Sox  2B  Jerry  Remy  teaming  up  for  their  third  season 
together.  Don,  originally  from  Melrose,  MA,  also  announced  Pawtucket  Red  Sox  games  on  radio  from  1996-2000. 
Somerset,  MA  native  Jerry,  is  in  his  16th  season  supplying  the  color  commentary  for  NESN.  When  the  Sox  are  on  UPN  38 
or  WBZ  4, 15-year  Sox  veteran  announcer  Sean  McDonough  will  join  Remy  in  the  booth  to  call  the  action. 


(Left)  Tewksbury,  Rodgers,  Eckersley  and  Caron; 
(Above)  Rice;  Horn 


the  next  afternoon. 

NESN  will  once  again  provide  com¬ 
plete  coverage  of  the  Red  Sox  with  the 
network’s  half-hour  pre-game  show  The 
Boston  Globe  Pre-Game  Report  and  the 
popular  post-game  show  W.B.  Mason 
Extra  Innings. 

Bob  Rodgers  is  in  his  eighth  season 
as  NESN’s  Red  Sox  studio  host.  He  will 
be  joined  by  a  rotating  group  of  all-star 
analysts  that  include  former  major 


league  pitchers  Bob  Tewksbury  and 
Dennis  Eckersley,  Red  Sox  Hall  of 
Famer  Jim  Rice  and  former  Sox  IB  Sam 
Horn. 

Rounding  out  the  NESN  team  of 
Red  Sox  broadcasters  will  be  Tom 
Caron,  who  returns  to  deliver  pre-  and 
post-game  interviews  plus  live  reports 
from  the  stands  during  the  game. 
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Revolutionary  way  to 
remove  the  white  stuff. 


NEW  Toro® 
Power  Max™ 

Snowthrower 

with  amazing 

Quick  Stick™ 
chute  control. 


•  Easily  places 
snow  with  one 
simple  control 

•  Auger  system 
provides  superior 
snowthrowing 
and  reduces 
clogging 

•  7,  8,  10  and 

1 1  HP  engines 
available 

•  Electric  start 
standard 

•  Maneuvers  and 
turns  smoothly 


Don’t  get  caught  this  year.  Reserve  your  Toro®  Power  Max"  Snowthrower  now. 

For  more  information,  contact  your  local  dealer  or  visit  us  at  www.toro.com. 


irtr]  turf  products 
jjlzJ  corporation 

157  Moody  Rood 
Enfield,  Connecticut  06083 

800-243-4355 

Ttie  Exclusive  New  England  Toro  Distributor 


Toro  is  proud  to  be  the  official 
turf  care  equipment  provider 
to  the  Boston  Red  Sox. 


THE  SPANISH  BEISBOL  NETWORK  is  in 

its  third  season  covering  Red  Sox  base¬ 
ball  and  will  broadcast  every  game  of 
the  Red  Sox  season  in  Spanish  to 
nine  affiliates  in  Massachusetts, 
Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island. 


J.P.  Villaman  (right)  has  returned  for  his  sixth  season  as  the  play-by- 
play  announcer  on  Red  Sox  Spanish  Radio  and  has  been  joined  by 
newcomer  Uri  Berenguer.  Villaman,  a  local  sports  talk  show  host  was 
the  winner  of  the  “Circulo  Dorado”  this  year,  an  award  given  for  excel¬ 
lence.  Berenguer,  a  former  Jimmy  Fund  patient,  is  the  nephew  of  for¬ 
mer  major  league  pitcher  Juan  Berenguer. 


Red  Sox  Hall  of  Fame  pitcher  Luis  Tiant,  a  veter¬ 
an  of  19  big  league  seasons,  eight  with  the  Sox, 
has  returned  this  season  to  the  Spanish  Radio 
booth. 


2003  BOSTON  RED 
SOX  RADIO  NETWORK 


MASSACHUSETTS 


City 

Station 

Frequency 

*  Boston 

WEEI 

850  AM 

Fall  River 

WSAR 

1480  AM 

Pittsfield 

WBEC 

1420  AM 

North  Hampton 

WHMP 

1400  AM 

Greenfield 

WHMQ 

1240  AM 

North  Adams 

WNAW 

1230  AM 

Springfield 

WHYN 

560  AM 

New  Bedford 

WBSM 

1420  AM 

Fitchburg 

WEIM 

1280  AM 

Milford 

WMRC 

1490  AM 

Worcester 

WTAG 

580  AM 

West  Yarmouth 

WXTK 

95.1  FM 

CONNECTICUT.... 

City 

Station 

Frequency 

Hartford 

WTIC 

1080  AM 

Willimantic 

WILI 

1400  AM 

Putnam 

WINY 

1350  AM 

New  London 

WSUB 

980  AM 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE . 

City 

Station 

Frequency 

Laconia 

WEMJ 

1490  AM 

Franklin 

WFTN 

1240  AM 

Plymouth 

WPHN 

1300  AM 

Portsmouth 

WGIN 

930  AM 

Portsmouth 

WGIP 

1540  AM 

Manchester 

WGIR 

610  AM 

Keene 

WZDK 

1290  AM 

Concord 

WKXL 

1450  AM 

Hillsboro 

WKXL 

107.7  FM 

Littleton 

WLTN 

1400  AM 

Berlin 

WMOU 

1230  AM 

New  London 

WNTK 

99.7  FM 

Lebanon 

WTSL 

1400  AM 

Nashua 

WSMN 

1590  AM 

Newport 

WNTK 

1020  AM 

MAINE . 

City 

Station 

Frequency 

Bangor 

WZON 

620  AM 

Camden 

WCME 

96.7  FM 

Rockland 

WRKD 

1450  AM 

Portland 

WJAB 

1440  AM 

Topsham 

WCLZ 

95.5  FM 

Ellsworth 

WDEA 

1370  AM 

Houlton 

WHOU 

100.1  FM 

Biddeford 

WIDE 

1400  AM 

Farmington 

WKTJ 

99.3  FM 

Skowhegan 

WSKW 

1160  AM 

Madison 

WIGY 

97.5  FM 

Fairfield 

WCTB 

93.5  FM 

Norway 

WTBM 

100.7  FM 

Dover/ Foxcroft 

WDME 

103.1  FM 

Augusta 

WFAU 

1280  AM 

Norway 

WOXO 

92.7  FM 

Calais 

WQDY 

1230  AM 

RHODE  ISLAND 


City 

Station 

Frequency 

Providence 

WPRO 

630  AM 

VERMONT . 

City 

Station 

Frequency 

Waterbury 

WDEV 

550  AM 

Waterbury 

WDEV 

96.1  FM 

Burlington 

WJOY 

1230  AM 

Brattleboro 

WKVT 

1490  AM 

St.  Albans 

WWSR 

1420  AM 

Middlebury 

WFAD 

1490  AM 

St.  Johnsbury 

WSTJ 

1340  AM 

Rutland 

WSYB 

1380  AM 

Newport 

WIKE 

1490  AM 

Springfield 

WNBX 

1480  AM 

SPANISH  RADIO 
NETWORK 


City 

Massachusetts 

Station 

Frequency 

**Lynn 

WROL 

950  AM 

Brockton 

WMSX 

1410  AM 

Framingham 

WKOX 

1200  AM 

Lawrence 

WNNW 

800  AM 

Worcester 

WORC 

1310  AM 

Webster 

WGFP 

940  AM 

Connecticut 

Hartford 

WPRX 

1120  AM 

Waterbury 

WFNW 

1380  AM 

Rhode  island 

Providence 

WRIB 

1220  AM 

*  Flagship  station  and  rightsholder  (Entercom  Boston  LLC) 


** Flagship  Station 
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Visitor’s  Scorecard 


It’s  Easy  to  Keep  Score! 

Baseball  shorthand  is  used  by  the  news  media  to  render  every  game  more  enjoy¬ 
able  to  baseball  enthusiasts.  All  players  are  numbered  and  all  plays  recorded  by 
symbols.  For  symbols  and  examples  of  the  system,  see  below. 

CODE  NUMBER  OF  PLAYERS  AS  FOLLOWS 


Pitcher . 

. . .  1 

Second  Baseman  . 

. .  .4 

Left  Fielder  . . .  . 

.  .  .  .7 

Catcher . 

...2 

Third  Baseman  . .  . 

. .  .5 

Center  Fielder  .  . 

.  .  .  .8 

First  Baseman  .  . 

.  .  .  3 

Shortstop . 

.  .  .6 

Right  Fielder  . .  . 

.  .  .  .9 

SUGGESTED  SYMBOLS  FOR 

PLAYS 

Single . 

.  — 

Fielder’s  Choice  . . 

.  .FC 

Passed  Ball  .  . . . 

.  .  ,PB 

Double . 

.  "  — 

Hit  by  Pitcher  . .  .  . 

.  .HP 

Balk  . 

.  .  .BK 

Triple . 

= 

Wild  Pitch  . 

.  ,WP 

Struck  Out . 

.  .  .  .K 

Home  Run . 

1  ■  " 

Stolen  Base . 

.  .SB 

Base  on  Balls  .  . 

.  .  .BB 

Sacrifice  Bunt . . , 

,  SAC 

Force  Out . 

.  .FO 

Reached  Base  on  Error 

.  . .  E 

FENWAY  PARK  GROUND  RULES 

Foul  poles,  screen  poles  and  screen  on  top  of  left-field  fence  are  outside  of 
playing  field. 

Ball  going  through  scoreboard,  either  on  the  bound  or  fly:  2  Bases. 

Fly  ball  striking  left-center-field  wall  to  right  of  line  behind  flagpole:  Home  Run. 

Fly  ball  striking  left-center-field  wall  to  left  of  line  behind  flagpole  and  bounding 
into  screen:  2  Bases. 

Fly  ball  striking  wall  or  flagpole  and  bounding  into  bleachers:  Home  Run. 

Fly  ball  striking  line  or  right  of  same  on  wall  in  right  center:  Home  Run. 

Fly  ball  striking  wall  left  of  line  and  bounding  into  bullpen:  2  Bases. 

Ball  sticking  in  bullpen  screen  or  bouncing  into  bullpen:  2  Bases. 

Batted  or  thrown  ball  remaining  behind  or  under  canvas  or  in  cylinder:  2  Bases. 

Ball  striking  top  of  scoreboard  in  left  field,  also  ladder  below  top  of  wall  and 
bounding  out  of  the  park:  2  Bases. 

Fair  ball  striking  flashing  in  front  of  the  first  row  of  the  left-field  Green  Monster 
seats  and  rebounding  back  onto  the  field,  or  fair  ball  landing  on  top  of  left-field 
wall,  striking  first-row  flashing  and  rebounding  onto  field:  Home  Run. 
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Red  Sox  Scorecard 


2003  BOSTON  RED  SOX  SEASON  SCHEDULE 


MARCH  /  APRIL 


SUN 

MON 

TUE 

WED 

THU 

FRI 

SAT 

N  31 

1^ 

[N 

2\ 

N  3 

38  4 

N  5 

TAM 

5:15 

TAM 

1  7:15  I 

TAM 

1  7:15 

TAM 

2:15 

BAL 

7:05 

BAL 

1:35 

N  6 

7 

IN 

8 

[N 

9 

O 

r- 

z 

38  11 

N  12 

BAL 

1:35 

TOR 

7:05 

TOR 

7:05 

TOR 

7:05 

BAL 

2:05 

BAL 

7:05 

N  13 

14 

N 

15 

N 

16 

N  17 

38  18 

N  19 

BAL 

2:05 

TAM 

6:05 

TAM 

6:05 

TAM 

6:05 

TOR 

7:05 

TOR 

1:20 

N  20 

N  21 

In 

221 

In 

23 

N  24 

38  25 

N  26 

TOR 

2:05 

TOR 

11:05 

TEX 
|  8:05  | 

TEX 

1  8:05 

TEX 

2:05 

ANA 

10:05 

ANA 

10:05 

E  27 

28 

N 

29 

N 

30 

ANA 

8:05 

KC 

6:05 

KC 

7:05 

JULY 


SUN 

MON 

TUE 

WED 

THU 

FRI 

SAT 

N  1 

N  2 

N  3 

4  4 

F  5 

TAM 

TAM 

TAM 

NYY 

NYY 

7:15 

7:1  5 

6:05 

4:05 

1:20 

E  6 

N  7 

N  8 

N  9 

N  lO 

38  11 

N  12 

NYY 

NYY 

TOR 

TOR 

TOR 

DET 

DET 

1:05* 

1:05 

7:05 

7:05 

7:05 

7:05 

7:05 

4  13 

14 

15 

16 

N  17 

38  18  N  19 

DET 

ALL  STAR 

TOR 

TOR 

TOR 

1  :OS 

CHW 

7:05 

7:05 

7:05 

N  20 

N  21 

N  22  N  23 

N  24 

38  25 

F  26 

TOR 

DET 

DET 

TAM 

TAM 

NYY 

NYY 

2:05 

7:05 

7:05 

7:05 

1:05 

7:0  S 

1:20 

E  27 

28 

N  29 

N  30 

N  31 

NYY 

TEX 

TEX 

TEX 

8:05 

8:05 

8:05 

8:05 

HAY 


SUN 

MON 

TUE 

WED 

THU 

FRI 

SAT 

N  1 

38  2 

N  3 

KC 

6:05 

MIN 

7:05 

MIN 

1:20 

N  5 

N  6 

N  7 

8 

38  9 

N  10 

KC 

KC 

KC 

MIN 

MIN 

2:05 

8:05 

8:05 

2:05 

8:05 

7:05 

E  11 

12 

N  13 

N  14 

N  15 

38  16 

F  17 

MIN 

8:05 

TEX 

7:05 

TEX 

7:05 

TEX 

7:05 

ANA 

7:05 

ANA 

1:20 

N  18 

N  19 

N  20 

N  21 

38  23 

F  24 

ANA 

2:05 

NYY 

7:05 

NYY 

7:05 

NYY 

7:05 

CLE 

7:05 

CLE 

1:20 

N  25 

4  26 

N  27 

N  28 

29 

38  30 

N  31 

CLE 

2:05 

NYY 

1:05 

NYY 

7:05 

NYY 

7:05 

TOR 

7:05 

TOR 

4:05 

AUGUST 

SUN 

MON 

TUE 

WED 

THU 

FRI 

SAT 

38  1 

N  2 

BAL 

7:05 

BAL 

7:05 

N  3 

4 

N  5 

N  6 

N  7 

38  8 

N  9 

BAL 

1:35 

ANA 

7:05 

ANA 

7:05 

ANA 

7:05 

BAL 

1:05/7:05 

BAL 

7:OS 

N  lO 

N  11 

N  12 

N  13 

N  14 

38  15 

F  16 

BAL 

2:05 

OAK 

10:05 

OAK 

10:05 

OAK 

10:05 

OAK 

3:35 

SEA 

10:05 

SEA 

4:05 

N  17 

18 

N  19 

N  20 

N  21 

38  22 

F  23 

SEA 

4:05 

OAK 

7:05 

OAK 

7:05 

OAK 

7:05 

SEA 

7:05 

SEA 

1:20 

SEA  24 
2:05*  E 
NYY  31 
2:05  N 

N  25 

SEA 

1:05 

N  26 

TOR 

7:OS 

N  27 

TOR 

7:05 

28 

4  29 

NYY 

7:05 

F  30 

NYY 

1:20 

JUNE 


SUN 

MON 

TUE 

WED 

THU 

FRI 

SAT 

N 

11 

2 

N  3 

N  4 

N  5 

38  6 

N  7 

TOR 

1  1:05 

PIT 

7:05 

PIT 

7:05 

PIT 

7:05 

MIL 

8:05 

MIL 

7:05 

N 

8 

9 

N  lO 

N  1  1 

N  12 

38  13 

N  14 

MIL 

2:05 

STL 

7:05 

STL 

7:05 

STL 

7:05 

HOU 

7:05 

HOU 

7:05 

4 

15 

N  16 

N  1  7 

N  18 

N  19 

38  20 

F  21 

HOU 

2:05 

CHW 

8:05 

CHW 

8:05 

CHW 

8:05 

CHW 

2:05 

PHI 

7:05 

PHI 

1:20 

N 

22 

N  23 

N  24 

N  25 

N  26 

38  27 

N  28 

PHI 

1  1:35  | 

DET 

7:05 

DET 

7:05 

DET 

7:05 

DET 

1:05 

FLA 

7:05 

FLA 

7:OS 

N 

29 

30 

FLA 

2:05 

SEPTEMBER 


SUN 

MON 

TUE 

WED 

THU 

FRI 

SAT  1 

38  1 

N  2 

N  3 

4 

38  5 

F  6 

PHI 

1  :OS 

CHW 

8:05 

CHW 

8:05 

NYY 

7:05 

NYY 

1 : 20 

N  7 

N  8 

N  9 

N  lO 

1  1 

38  12 

N  13 

NYY 

1:05 

BAL 

7:05 

BAL 

7:05 

BAL 

3:05 

CHW 

7:05 

CHW 

7:05 

N  14 

N  15 

N  16 

N  17 

N 

18 

38  19 

N  20 

CHW 

2:05 

TAM 

7:05 

TAM 

7:05 

TAM 

7:OS 

TAM 

7:05 

CLE 

7:05 

CLE 

7:05 

N  21 

N  22 

N  23 

N  24 

N 

25 

38  26 

N  27 

CLE 

1:05 

BAL 

7:05 

BAL 

7:OS 

BAL 

7:05 

BAL 

7:05 

TAM 

7:1  5 

TAM 
6:1  5 

N  28 

29 

30 

TAM 

1:15 

■  Home  Games.  All  times  are  Eastern  and  subject  to  change.  *Game  time  2:05  or  8:05  TBD  by  national  broadcast  schedule. 

NESN=N  WSBKTV38=38  WBZ  TV4=4  F0X=F  ESPN=E  Games  televised  on  WBZ  4  &  WSBK  38  are  also  on  NESN  outside  the  broadcast  area 
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Gntuo^i 

NO  CURVES,  CHANGE-UPS  OR  SQUEEZE  PLAYS. 

Or  in  non-baseball  terminology:  CENTURY  21®  agents  are  honest  and  forthright.  Just  one 
point  of  the  CENTURY  21  service  pledge  to  help  reduce  the  stress  of  buying  and  selling  real 
estate.  For  more  information  or  to  find  a  CENTURY  21  agent,  visit  century21  .com. 


By  Fred  Seymour 


PORTLAND 


/ 


Sea  Dogs 

"mascot  "Slugger." 
Photo  by 
Stewart  Smith. 


New 


Red 


Sox 


AA 


Has  That  “Do 


It  was  a  happy  day  for  Maine  baseball  fans 
when  the  Portland  Sea  Dogs  were  first  award¬ 
ed  a  minor  league  franchise  on  October  3, 
1992.  It  was  an  even  happier  day  for  Maine 
Red  Sox  fans  when  the  Sea  Dogs  were  offi¬ 
cially  introduced  as  Boston’s  new  AA  affiliate  on 
September  18,  2003. 

The  city  of  Portland  originally  received  the 
news  in  May  1993  that  they  would  be  affiliated 
with  the  Florida  Marlins  and  that  professional 
baseball  was  coming  back  to  Portland,  ME  for 
the  first  time  since  the  1949  Portland  Pilots  fin¬ 
ished  in  third  place  in  the  New  England-B 
League  with  a  66-57  record.  Professional  base¬ 
ball  first  reached  Portland,  ME  in  1907  when 
the  city  had  a  participant  in  the  Maine  State-D 
League.  The  last  club  to  participate  in  the 
Eastern-A  League  was  the  Portland  Duffs  dur¬ 
ing  the  1916  and  1917  seasons. 

Principal  Owner  Daniel  Burke  along  with 
President  and  General  Manager  Charlie 
Eshbach  formed  a  partnership  back  in  1992  and 


have  held  the  leadership  reigns  of  the  Sea  Dogs 
since  their  inception  into  the  Eastern  League. 
Burke,  who  had  been  the  President  and  CEO  of 
Cap  City’s  ABC,  spoke  to  Eshbach  five  years  pre¬ 
ceding  major  league  expansion  and  told  him  of 
his  intentions  of  purchasing  an  Eastern  League 
club  and  moving  it  to  Portland.  Eshbach  had 
served  as  the  Eastern  League  President  for  1 1 
years  (Nov.  1981  to  Mar.  1993). 

The  initial  process  to  bring  professional 
baseball  back  to  Portland  began  with  the  Burke 
and  Eshbach  meeting  with  former  Portland  City 
Manager  Bob  Ganley  in  the  spring  of  1992. 
Ganley  had  been  impressed  with  Burke’s  back¬ 
ground  and  knew’  that  he  brought  instant  credi¬ 
bility  to  the  project.  He  saw'  that  there  was  an 
opportunity  to  have  a  club  reside  in  Portland  and 
realized  that  Burke’s  interest  meant  that  there  w’as 
an  owner  that  he  could  be  confident  in  to  do 
w’hat  he  said  he  would  do. 

Ganley  worked  very  closely  with  Burke  to  get 
the  project  going.  As  the  Eastern  League 


President,  Eshbach  was  involved  in  getting  the 
various  applications  going  to  see  which  city  was 
out  there  as  a  possibility.  He  knew'  that  there  was  a 
very  nice  facility  in  Portland,  and  that  professional 
baseball  had  been  both  previously  supported  and 
successful  there,  dating  back  to  the  early  1900’s. 

Later  in  1992,  Ganley  sent  out  some  groups 
from  the  city  of  Portland  to  visit  sites  such  as 
Albany,  Binghamton,  Harrisburg  and  Reading  to 
get  an  idea  of  what  an  Eastern  League  ballpark 
looked  like.  The  groups  came  back  and  said  that 
the  plan  would  not  work  in  Portland  because  the 
facility  was  not  big  enough.  Ganley  refused  to 
receive  the  negative  feedback  and  vowed  to 
upgrade  Hadlock  Field.  He  told  everyone 
involved  that  they  would  figure  out  a  way  to 
accomplish  the  project.  He  was  also  up  against  a 
certain  amount  of  money  that  he  could  put  into 
the  project  along  with  what  Burke  was  willing  to 
spend.  .As  a  result  of  Ganley ’s  determination  and 
Burke’s  creativity,  they  were  able  to  complete  the 
monumental  task. 
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PORTLAND  SEA  DOGS 


Former  Sea  Dogs  players  (Millar,  Fox  and  Kapler)  who  have 
been  on  the  25-man  roster  of  the  Red  Sox  are  honored  with  a 
jersey  at  Hadlock  Field.  Photo  by  Portland  Sea  Dogs. 


The  main  entrance  to  Hadlock  Field.  Photo  by:  Portland  Sea 
Dogs. 


A  lighthouse  raises  from  the  centerfield  fence  every  time 
the  Sea  Dogs  hit  a  home  run  and  win  a  game.  Photo  by 
Stewart  Smith. 


Part  of  Burke’s  ingenuity  was  to  go  to  the  var¬ 
ious  unions  in  the  cities  and  recruit  any  employ¬ 
ees  that  would  like  to  volunteer  to  build  Hadlock 
Field  for  the  next  six  months  and  still  get  paid 
their  salaries.  People  from  public  works  and  vari¬ 
ous  departments  did  a  lot  of  the  work,  and  firms 
were  contracted  to  do  some  of  the  finer  work, 
such  as  the  block  and  brick  laying.  The  field  was 
turned  five  degrees  to  be  able  to  fit  everything  in. 
The  workers  built  a  major  grandstand  all  around, 
upgraded  the  lights,  put  in  an  outfield  fence  and 
bullpens  and  renovated  the  downstairs  and  expo 
building  for  the  locker  rooms. 

Burke  and  Eshbach  had  expectations  that 
the  ball  club  could  draw  well  in  Portland.  They 
were  a  little  weather  conscious  because  of  their 
location  on  the  coast  of  Maine  but  were  opti¬ 
mistic  that  if  the  weather  broke  right,  the  team 
would  end  up  with  about  seven  or  eight  rainouts 
a  year  and  could  draw  about  250,000  fans,  an 
attendance  figure  they  found  most  appealing. 

Things  have  gone  much  better  than  what 
the  Sea  Dogs  leadership  had  ever  expected,  how¬ 
ever.  Since  the  1994  season,  the  Sea  Dogs  have 
had  only  27  rainouts  which  averages  to  only  three 
per  year,  and  the  team  has  drawn  almost  400,000 
fans  a  season.  Attendance  during  the  2003  season 
has  stayed  true  to  form.  The  seating  capacity  at 
Hadlock  Field  is  6,975.  The  prices  for  tickets  are 
$8  for  box  seats,  $7  for  reserved  seats  and  $6  for 
general  admission  seats.  The  Sea  Dogs  historical¬ 
ly  sell  out  a  lot  of  games  in  the  summer,  and  this 
season  the  club  is  selling  them  out  a  lot  faster.  As 
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Sea  Dogs  mascot  “Slugger"  poses  with  his  statue  in  front 
of  the  stadium.  Photo  by  Stewart  Smith. 


of  mid  July,  the  club  is  18,000  fans  ahead  of  last 
season’s  pace.  Usually  in  the  months  of  July  and 
August  they  average  around  6,900  fans  a  game. 
Thus,  there  is  a  good  possibility  that  by  the  end  of 
the  season,  the  average  attendance  will  be  up 
over  6,000  and  could  set  a  franchise  record.  The 
club  averaged  6,139  fans  per  game  in  1995  and 
6,007  fans  per  game  in  1996.  The  total  atten¬ 
dance  will  not  be  as  high  this  season  because  the 
Sea  Dogs  lost  six  games  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year.  In  1995  when  the  club  drew  429,763  fans, 
the  team  did  not  have  one  rain  out. 

The  Sea  Dogs  have  enjoyed  much  success 
in  Maine,  and  the  ownership  group  was  happy 
with  the  Marlins  affiliation.  The  Red  Sox  coming 
on  board,  however,  has  enhanced  what  the  fran¬ 
chise  has  already  accomplished  in  maintaining 
the  higher  than  expected  attendance  figures.  The 
Red  Sox  are  a  natural  fit  for  the  Portland  fran¬ 
chise  and  the  people  of  Maine  because  a  majori¬ 
ty’  of  the  people  in  Maine  are  Red  Sox  fans. 

According  to  Eshbach,  the  Sea  Dogs  had  a 
wonderful  relationship  with  the  Marlins  organi¬ 
zation  and  with  people  such  as  the  former 
General  Manager  Dave  Dombrowski,  Manager 
John  Boles  and  owner  John  Henry.  When  the 
opportunity  to  affiliate  with  the  Red  Sox  came  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  2002  season,  and  the  Sea 
Dogs  affiliation  was  up  with  the  Marlins,  and  the 
Red  Sox  affiliation  with  Trenton  came  to  an  end, 
there  was  an  opportunity  to  match  the  two  fran¬ 
chises.  So,  the  Red  Sox  relocated  their  AA  fran¬ 
chise  to  Portland  and  chose  Hadlock  Field  as 
their  new  home.  The  teal  is  gone  and  the  red  and 
blue  are  in. 

Burke  and  Eshbach  both  grew  up  passionate 
Red  Sox  fans  and  their  roots  went  deep.  For 
Eshbach,  being  a  Red  Sox  fan  was  not  just  a  way 


Fans  enjoy  the  7th-inning  stretch  on  the  Fourth  of  July. 
Photo  by:  Portland  Sea  Dogs. 


of  life  but  bordered  on  being  a  religion.  For  both 
men,  this  was  more  than  just  a  change  of  affilia¬ 
tion  and  more  than  the  Red  Sox  coming  to 
Portland.  It  was  a  love  that  had  been  ingrained  in 
them  at  a  young  age. 

In  the  early  days  of  his  baseball  career, 
Eshbach  was  the  Red  Sox  AA  affiliate’s  general 
manager  in  Bristol,  Connecticut.  During  the 
1967  World  Series,  he  attended  Games  2  and  6 
and  worked  at  Fenway  Park  from  September  22- 
October  22  in  1975.  He  has  roots  that  go  a  long 
way  back  with  the  Red  Sox,  and  the  day  that  he 
and  Burke  were  awarded  the  Red  Sox  AA  fran¬ 
chise,  it  meant  more  to  them  than  they  could 
ever  put  into  words. 

Once  the  Sea  Dogs  had  taken  on  more  of  a 
New  England  appeal  with  their  new'  affiliation 
with  the  Red  Sox,  Hadlock  Field  began  to  take  on 
more  of  a  Fenway  Park  feel.  Eshbach  said,  “The 
root  and  the  germination  of  the  idea  to  build  a 
Green  Monster  in  left  field  at  Hadlock  Field  hap¬ 
pened  the  first  time  that  Burke  ever  came  out  to 
the  field  and  saw  that  the  distance  to  the  wall  was 
315  feet  away  from  home  plate  down  the  left- 
field  line.  We  all  know  that  the  real  distance  from 
home  plate  to  straight-away  left  field  at  Fenway 
Park  is  closer  to  310  feet,  but  for  many  years  the 
distance  w;as  measured  at  3 1 5  feet.  Our  distance 
is  315  feet  because  there  are  railroad  tracks  just 
beyond  the  wall.  In  the  back  of  Dan’s  mind  he 
thought  that  it  would  be  great  to  have  our  own 
Green  Monster  in  left  field  from  way  back  when 
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Upon  changing  affiliations  to  the  Boston  Red  Sox,  the  Sea  Dogs  constructed  the 
“Maine  Monster,”  a  likeness  of  Fenway  Park’s  Green  Monster. 

Photo  by:  Stewart  Smith. 


One  of  the  more  unique  promotions  that  adds  a  little  bit  of  local  flavor:  the  lobster  toss. 
Contestants  must  catch  10  rubber  lobsters  being  tossed  at  them  in  their  trap  to  win  a  $25  gift 
certificate  to  a  local  seafood  restaurant.  Photo  by:  Portland  Sea  Dogs. 


The  Skyboxes  at  Hadlock  Field  are  all  named  after  former  Red  Sox  greats  such  as 
Carl  Yastrzemski.,Ted  Williams,  and  Tony  Conigliaro.  Photo  By:  Portland  Sea  Dogs. 


the  park  was  being  built.” 

When  the  affiliation  change  was  made, 
Eshbach  thought  that  it  would  be  pretty  cool  to 
have  a  Green  Monster.  The  wall  has  taken  on  a 
life  of  its  own.  He  has  seen  newspaper  clippings 
of  the  Sea  Dogs  version  of  the  Green  Monster 
from  all  over  the  country  and  even  St.  Croix.  The 
wall  is  not  an  exact  replica  but  more  of  a  likeness. 
The  old  electronic  scoreboard  was  put  into  the 
wall,  and  blue  and  red  lights  were  installed.  The 
37-foot  wall  also  highlights  a  Coke  bottle  and 
Citgo  sign. 

Another  key  element  for  the  Sea  Dogs  has 
been  the  success  of  their  teams.  The  Sea  Dogs 
won  three  consecutive  division  titles  in  1995, 
1996  and  1997  and  the  2003  club  has  been  in 
first  place.  ‘‘The  Sea  Dogs  never  did  win  the 
Eastern  League  title  but  we  came  very  close  in 
1996  and  1997,”  Eshbach  said. 

The  Sea  Dogs  ownership  has  always  felt  they 
are  getting  the  cream  of  the  crop  in  players.  In 
1997,  they  set  franchise  records  with  1,407  hits, 
824  runs,  262  doubles,  191  home  runs,  765  RBI 
and  had  a  .288  team  batting  average.  That  team 
had  18  players  go  on  to  play  in  the  major  leagues. 
Kevin  Millar,  now  with  the  Red  Sox,  almost 
became  the  fifth  player  in  Eastern  League  history' 


to  win  the  Triple  Crown  that 
same  season.  He  hit  32  HR, 
led  the  league  in  batting 
average  (.342)  and  RBI  (131) 
and  was  voted  as  the  MVP  of 
the  Eastern  League. 
Incidentally,  the  last  Red 
Sox  player  to  win  the  Eastern 
League  Triple  Crown  was 
George  “Boomer”  Scott  in 
1965  with  the  Pittsfield  Red 
Sox.  He  won  the  Triple 
Crown  w'ith  one  swing  of  the 
bat  on  the  final  day  of  the  season  when  he  raised 
his  average  to  .319,  hit  his  25th  HR  and  amassed 
his  94th  RBI. 

The  current  Sea  Dogs  feature  five  players 
that  were  selected  to  the  2003  Eastern  League 
All-Star  Game  at  New  Britain.  Left-handed  pitch¬ 
er  Jorge  De  La  Rosa  finished  the  first  half  5-3-1, 
w'ith  a  3.39  ERA,  and  in  the  All-Star  Game  w'ent 
1.0  IP  with  1  K;  right-handed  pitcher  Josh 
Stevens  finished  the  first  half  9-4,  with  a  3.17 
ERA,  and  went  1.0  IP  with  2  K  in  the  All-Star 
Game;  outfielder  Jeremy  Owens  hit  .283  with  20 
2B,  6  3B,  12  HR,  44  RBI  and  14  SB  and  was  0-1 
W'  ith  a  sac.  bunt  in  the  ASG;  catcher  Kelly 
Shoppach  hit  .272  with  21  2B,  6  HR  and  37  RBI 
and  in  the  ASG  was  0-2  and  threw  out  a  base  run¬ 
ner  attempting  to  steal;  third  baseman  Kevin 
Youkilis  hit  .319  with  20  2B  and  29  RBI,  had  a 
.482  OBP  and  reached  base  in  50  consecutive 
games,  and  in  the  ASG  he  played  second  base 
and  was  1-4  with  a  walk. 

De  La  Rosa,  from  San  Nicolas  de  Los  Garza, 
Mexico  and  Youkilis  from  Cincinnati,  Ohio  were 
also  selected  to  play  in  Major  League  Baseball’s 
Futures  All-Star  Game  in  Chicago  as  part  of  the 
MLB  All-Star  Game  weekend  festivities.  De  La 


Rosa  pitched  0.2  innings  for  the  World  Team  and 
struck  out  one  batter.  Youkilis  played  for  Team 
USA  and  was  walked  in  his  only  plate  appear¬ 
ance.  Portland  Sea  Dogs  Manager  Ron  Johnson 
was  a  coach  for  Team  USA  at  the  Futures  Game. 

Eshbach,  has  continued  to  experience  suc¬ 
cess  with  his  franchise  because  of  his  dedication 
to  both  the  team  and  to  the  Portland  community. 
His  role  as  a  minor  league  general  manager  is  a 
little  different  than  the  role  of  a  major  league 
GM.  His  main  focus  is  on  the  business  part  of  the 
operation  but  he  still  works  closely  with  the  man¬ 
ager,  Ron  Johnson.  Eshbach  allows  Johnson  to 
develop  the  strong  ties  with  the  players  and  field 
staff,  but  Charlie  and  his  front  office  staff  work 
very  closely  with  the  players  in  all  off-field  com¬ 
munity  appearances. 

From  a  community'  relations  perspective, 
the  Sea  Dogs  franchise  has  a  mission  to  strive  to 
be  a  permanent  fixture  within  the  Portland  com¬ 
munity.  They  feel  they  can  accomplish  the  task 
by  having  a  year-round  presence  in  making 
Portland  a  better  place  to  live.  The  Sea  Dogs  are 
involved  with  a  number  of  different  community 
endeavors  such  as  having  their  mascot  “Slugger” 
make  appearances,  a  Hot  Stove  Tour  each 
January,  Sea  Dog  monthly  luncheons,  the 
Slugger  Open  Golf  Tournament,  Adopt-A-Sea 
Dog  program,  Charitable  Donations  program, 
Most  Improved  Student  program.  Summer 
Reading  program  and  others. 

One  community  endeavor  that  the  Sea  Dogs 
are  very  proud  of  is  their  “Strike  Out  Cancer  in 
Kids”  program.  In  1995,  Eshbach  went  to 
People’s  Heritage  Bank  in  Portland  and  met  with 
the  vice-president  who  had  been  a  fonner  city 
manager  and  told  him  that  the  Sea  Dogs  would 
like  to  do  something  for  the  community.  The  Sea 
Continued  on  Page  77 
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A  GAME-BY-GAME  TIMELINE 
OF  THE  BOSTON  AMERICANS’ 
1903  SEASON:  AUGUST 

by  Bill  Nowlin 


AUGUST  1:  Highball  Wilson  of  Washington  was  the  winner  in  the  first 
game,  giving  Boston  only  5  hits  and  walking  just  one  -  in  the  process  beat¬ 
ing  the  similarly  sting)'  Cy  Young  1-0.  Young’s  weakness  -  such  as  it  was  - 
came  in  the  5th  when  he  let  up  a  run  on  back-to-back-to-back  singles.  After 
the  tie  game  the  day  before,  both  teams  may  have  been  hustling  this  game 
along  -  the  entire  game  was  over  in  just  1  hour  and  5  minutes.  The  second 
game  was  1  hour,  45  minutes  long,  so  both  games  combined  were  played 
in  under  3  hours.  Neither  team  scored  in  the  first  4  innings,  but  then 
Boston  scored  one  run  in  the  5th,  keyed  by  a  Jake  Stahl  triple,  and  4  more 
runs  in  the  6th.  This  was  the  first  game  in  which  both  Stahls  started.  Only 
Jake  got  a  hit  -  2  in  fact.  Buck  Freeman’s  drive  hit  the  top  of  the  fence  in 
right  and  dropped  over  for  a  2-run  homer  -  said  to  be  the  longest  ball  yet 
hit  in  Washington.  It  was  his  7th  of  the  season,  and  Boston  led  the  league 
with  27  homers.  Boston  5,  Washington  1. 

AUGUST  2:  no  game 

AUGUST  3:  Only  one  error  was  assessed,  but  Patsy  Dougherty  alone 
misplayed  3  balls  and  Washington  got  a  run  in  the  1st,  adding  4  more  in 
the  7th  off  Norwood  Gibson,  his  one  poor  inning.  Both  teams  had  9  hits, 
but  by  the  time  Boston  got  around  to  scoring  (2  in  the  8th),  the  Senators 
simply  had  too  big  a  lead.  Dougherty  went  3-4  and  scored  the  first  run.  5- 
2  Senators. 

AUGUST  4:  scheduled  game  postponed  due  to  rain 

AUGUST  S:  A  tightly  pitched  game  with  only  4  hits  for  Boston  and  3  for 
Philadelphia,  a  real  pitching  duel  (3-0,  Boston)  between  Bill  Dineen  and 
Rube  Waddell.  This  was  a  tense  game  that  saw  Boston’s  Jimmy  Collins 
ejected  in  the  first  3  minutes  of  the  game;  in  the  top  of  the  1st,  he  seized 
the  umpire’s  coat  during  a  hot  argument  when  he’d  been  called  out.  A  few 
minutes  later,  bench  jockey  Tom  Hughes  was  thrown  off  the  field  for  bad 
language  from  the  sidelines.  Boston  scored  once  in  the  4th  on  an  error  and 
a  single.  In  the  7th,  Hobe  Ferris  doubled  and  then  Lou  Criger  bunted  back 
to  Waddell.  As  Waddell  juggled  the  ball  a  bit,  Cy  Young  bellowed  over 
from  the  third  base  coaching  box  to  Waddell  to  throw  it  to  third.  He  did, 
but  Ferris  was  far  enough  along  (as  Young  perceived)  that  he  beat  the  throw 
and  both  men  were  safe.  Dougherty’s  sacrifice  fly  brought  Ferris  home. 
Dineen  walked  four  on  top  of  the  3  hits,  but  Boston’s  fielding  was  such  that 
only  the  minimum  three  men  faced  Dineen  in  each  inning  -  except  for  the 
bottom  of  the  9th  when  he  registered  the  final  strikeout  with  two  men  on 
base.  It  was  noted  that  catcher  Criger  had  the  astonishing  total  of  1 1 8  assists 
at  this  point  in  the  season.  Three  days  later,  catcher  Aleck  Smith  was 
released.  With  Criger  and  Jake  Stahl,  and  Duke  Farrell  close  to  coming 
back,  Smith  seemed  superfluous. 

AUGUST  6:  Chief  Bender  and  the  Athletics  let  Boston  have  3  runs  but, 
unlike  the  August  5  game,  scored  4  of  their  own  to  walk  away  with  a  win. 
Boston  was  held  to  3  hits  while  Philadelphia  had  12,  on  an  “off  day”  for  Cy 
Young  -  who  subsequently  proceeded  to  win  his  next  7  starts.  The  game  was 


stopped  after  7  1/2  innings  due  to  darkness,  though  it  was  only  1  hour  and 
23  minutes  old  at  the  time.  Spectators  applauded  the  fine  fielding  by  both 
sides,  as  they  had  the  day  before. 

AUGUST  7:  Second-place  Philadelphia  was  still  struggling  to  catch 
league-leading  Boston,  but  dropped  back  to  3  1/2  games  behind  with  an  1 1- 
3  loss.  No  pitcher’s  duel  as  Boston  had  16  hits  (everyone  but  Ferris  and  pitch¬ 
er  Long  Tom  Hughes,  with  Fred  Parent  going  4-5)  and  Philadelphia  had  10. 
Boston  made  its  first  error  of  the  3-game  set  in  the  7th  inning  of  the  third  and 
final  game.  “Elongated  Hughes”  went  the  distance  for  Boston,  while  Eddie 
Plank,  relieved  by  Conny  McGeehan,  pitched  for  Connie  Mack. 

AUGUST  8:  The  two  contending  teams  relocated  to  Boston  to  play  3 
more,  and  the  host  team  put  Philly  away  by  sweeping  the  short  series. 
Boston  soon  found  itself  with  a  comfortable  6-game  lead.  Weldon  Henley 
was  die  surprise  starter  for  Philadelphia,  when  Rube  Waddell  didn’t  answer 
the  call  and  was  put  on  the  “indiscretion  list”(translation  -  he  was  on  a 
drunken  binge  and  could  not  be  located.)  Connie  Mack  said,  “I  don’t 
know  what  to  do  with  him.  He  has  no  mind  of  his  own.”  The  final  score 
was  1 1-6  and,  though  a  few  faint-hearted  fans  in  Boston  may  have  had  heart 
palpitations  in  the  9th  inning  when  Philadelphia  scored  6  times  on  5 
triples  (into  the  overflow  crowd  in  the  outfield,  held  behind  ropes)  and  a 
single,  the  1 1-run  lead  built  by  Boston  proved  more  than  adequate.  Scoring 
8  runs  in  the  2nd  put  the  game  on  ice.  Boston  1 1,  Philadelphia  6. 

AUGUST  9:  no  game 

AUGUST  10:  A  7-2  win,  Cy  Young  over  Eddie  Plank.  Young  set  down 
the  first  21  in  succession.  Two  triples  and  2  singles  scored  3  in  the  4th  and 
Boston  got  3  more  the  next  inning,  the  crowd  giddy  as  Young  showed  crafti¬ 
ness  on  the  base  paths.  Young  singled  to  center.  Dougherty  hit  a  grounder 
that  went  right  through  Danny  Murphy  at  second,  and  big  Cy  pounded  his 
way  around  second  heading  for  third.  “Twenty  feet  from  the  base  Young 
ran  in  zigzag  manner”  and  centerfielder  Ollie  Pickering’s  throw  struck  him 
in  the  leg,  ensuring  his  safe  arrival  at  third  and  giving  Dougherty  the 
chance  to  take  second.  He  scored  -  as  did  Dougherty  behind  him  -  when 
Jimmy  Collins  grounded  to  Murphy,  whose  throw  home  was  low  and  then 
was  “intentionally  or  accidentally  kicked”  by  Young,  letting  Dougherty 
come  around  and  score  as  well.  Young  had  a  single  in  the  6th,  and  it  was 
said  he  wielded  the  bat  as  well  as  anyone  this  day. 

AUGUST  11:  After  this  game,  Boston  took  a  6  PM.  train  to  Detroit  to 
begin  a  long  trip  that  lasted  until  September  3,  but  the  team  left  contented 
with  a  5-1  win  over  Waddell  and  the  Athletics,  having  taken  5  of  6  from  the 
challengers.  Scoring  early  and  often  enough  (2  in  the  1st,  1  in  the  2nd  and 
another  in  the  4th),  only  Ferris’  3  errors  at  second  marred  this  game,  though 
none  resulted  in  a  run.  It  was  a  day  to  forget  for  Ferris  -  he  was  also  the  only 
one  on  his  team  not  to  have  a  hit.  For  the  third  day  in  a  row,  the  attendance 
exceeded  10,000  patrons  -  each  crowd  an  “immense  throng”  by  the  stan¬ 
dards  of  the  time. 
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Take  a  few  days  off  this  week  and  experience  the  East  Coasts  premier 


getaway  destination.  Enjoy  our  brand  new  iuxury  hotel,  pool,  sun  terrace 
and  spa,  spectacular  gaming,  gourmet  restaurants,  unique  shops  and 
unparalleled  entertainment.  For  hotel  reservations  call  1.888.777.7922.  For 


more  information,  visit  mohegansun.com,  or  call  1.888.226.7711.  Come  play.  a  legendary  getaway  experience 


As  the  number  four  starter  on  both  the  1903  and 
1904  Boston  Americans,  Norwood  Gibson  racked  up 
respectable  numbers:  13-9  and  17*14  respectively. 
Photo  courtesy  of  the  National  Baseball  Hall  of  Fame 
and  Museum. 


AUGUST  12:  no  game 

AUGUST  13:  Dineen  against  George  Mullin  in  the  first  game  was  a  real 
duel.  Boston  scored  first  -  just  one  run  -  in  the  6th  on  the  pitcher’s  misplay 
of  a  comebacker  to  the  mound.  Detroit  evened  the  score  in  the  bottom  of 
the  8th  on  a  single,  stolen  base  and  single.  Criger  walked  to  lead  off 
Boston’s  9th,  and  Ferris  singled,  and  both  runners  moved  up  when  the  cen- 
terfielder  fumbled  around.  Mullin  got  the  next  two  on  infield  plays,  but 
Collins  went  for  the  first  pitch  and  singled  sharply  to  center  to  drive  in  two. 
Boston  3,  Detroit  1.  In  the  second  game,  Boston  just  fell  apart,  though  scor¬ 
ing  first,  in  the  1st,  on  a  Collins  triple  off  the  left-field  fence,  followed  by  a 
passed  ball.  In  play  described  as  “sandlottish,”  they  let  the  Tigers  get  8  runs 
(off  Gibson  primarily  -  he  didn’t  last  the  inning.)  Final  score  10-1,  Detroit. 

AUGUST  14:  On  the  14th  and  the  1 5th,  Boston  took  two  more  from  the 
Tigers,  by  identical  6-3  scores.  Cy  Young  won  on  the  14th.  The  Tigers’ 
Donovan  faltered  in  the  fifth,  giving  up  4  runs  on  just  2  hits.  Just  as  in  the 
game  the  day  before,  Collins  led  off  with  a  triple  and  scored  on  a  pitch  that 
got  by  the  catcher  -  though  this  time  a  wild  pitch  well  over  the  catcher’s 
head. 

AUGUST  15:  Another  6-3  win,  like  the  day  before.  Boston  played  error¬ 
less  ball,  but  Detroit  committed  an  astonishing  6  miscues.  With  13  Boston 
hits  on  top  of  that,  a  walk  and  a  hit  batsman,  it  was  surprising  Boston  only 
got  6  runs.  The  7  hits  Hughes  surrendered  were  scattered  to  keep  the 
Tigers’  run  production  down. 


AUGUST  16:  no  game,  but  St.  Louis  beat  Philadelphia  twice,  giving 
Boston  a  bit  more  breathing  room. 

AUGUST  17:  Visiting  Cleveland,  Boston  struck  first  with  1  run  in  the 
1st.  Bill  Dineen  had  an  off  day  and  couldn’t  even  get  into  the  second 
inning;  5  runs  were  scored  off  him  in  the  bottom  of  the  1st  inning  and 
Collins  called  on  George  Winter  to  handle  the  pitching  from  that  point 
forward.  9-3  Cleveland. 

AUGUST  18:  Cy  Young  won  10-2.  Excellent  timing  for  Duke  Farrell  to 
play  his  first  game  back  since  breaking  his  leg  in  early  May.  Criger  was  out 
with  a  seriously  sore  hand  and  Jake  Stahl  was  simply  not  good  enough  to 
catch  Young.  Twice  Cleveland  tripled;  neither  batter  subsequently  scored, 
nor  did  either  drive  in  a  run.  Young  himself  had  a  3-4  day  at  the  plate. 

AUGUST  19:  Dineen,  who’d  been  pulled  after  just  1  inning  48  hours 
earlier,  was  given  another  start  and  won  4-3.  Boston  had  built  up  a  3-0  lead 
when  Frank  Isbell  came  up  in  the  home  7th  with  2  runners  on  and  hit  a 
fair  ball  right  over  first  base  into  right  field.  The  ball  shot  straight  to  the 
fence  -  and  then  went  under  the  fence  and  into  a  vacant  lot  beyond.  A  wild 
pitch  in  the  top  of  the  9th  allowed  baserunner  Chick  Stahl  to  run  from  1st 
to  3rd,  and  score  on  a  fielder’s  choice. 

AUGUST  20:  Nick  Altrock,  who’d  been  with  Boston  earlier  in  the  sea¬ 
son  and  was  released  to  Chicago,  came  back  to  haunt  Boston,  beating 
them  9-5.  Hughes,  the  Chicago  native  pitching  for  Boston,  gave  up  7  runs 
and  was  finally  yanked  for  a  pinch-hitter  in  the  5th. 

AUGUST  21:  Cy  Young  won  another  one,  11-3.  He  kept  hitting  well, 
too,  going  2-3,  with  a  single  and  a  double.  Boston  had  1 5  hits  and  Chicago 
committed  4  errors.  The  Boston  Herald  offered  a  circumspect  criticism  of 
some  of  the  Boston  players,  writing  “Evidently  our  local  American  league 
club  is  carrying  more  than  one  man  who  is  unable  to  keep  pace  with  the 
procession.  One  man  like  Young  is  worth  as  much  as  four  men,  each  of 
whom  can  only  occasionally  manage  to  pitch  a  game  of  nine  innings  to 
the  finish.” 

AUGUST  22:  Dineen  went  the  distance  the  next  day,  in  St.  Louis,  and 
allowed  4  hits  while  striking  out  5.  But  he  lost,  2-1 .  Boston  would  have  had 
another  run  but  for  an  unusual  ground  rule  -  Ferris’  drive  landed  in  the  left- 
field  bleachers  but  bounced  out  again  into  the  leftfielder’s  hands  and  was 
ruled  a  double.  A  passed  ball  allowed  St.  Louis  to  score  in  the  2nd,  and 
they  got  their  other  run  on  a  triple  and  a  play  Candy  LaChance  fielded  at 
first  where  he  had  to  make  the  out  there  rather  than  firing  to  the  plate. 

AUGUST  23:  “Cyclone”  Hughes  and  Cy  Young  combined  to  take  two 
in  a  twinbill.  With  these  two  wins,  Boston  was  68-38  on  the  year.  Cleveland 
had  taken  over  second  place  in  the  standings,  and  Boston  was  8  games 
ahead  in  the  loss  column.  St.  Louis  scored  3  times  off  Hughes  in  the  first 
inning,  on  a  single,  two  doubles  and  a  throw  to  third  by  rightfielder  Buck 
Freeman  -  with  no  one  there  to  receive  the  throw.  The  Browns  were 
blanked  from  that  inning  onward,  while  Hughes  held  them  to  just  4  more 
hits  and  as  he  struck  out  10.  Twice  runners  were  cut  down  at  the  plate. 
Boston  came  back  for  2  in  the  4th,  a  third  in  the  5th  on  Jake  Stahl’s  home 
run  into  the  seats  in  left  and  won  the  game  when  Hughes  doubled  in  the 
8th,  Dougherty'  bunted  and  Freeman  singled  him  in.  5-3  Boston.  Cy 
Young  only  gave  up  one  hit  for  the  first  five  frames  in  the  second  game. 
Boston  scored  twice  in  the  top  of  the  1st  and  once  more  in  the  4th.  The 
Browns  got  2  in  the  6th,  and  after  Boston  bumped  their  lead  up  to  4-2  in 
the  top  of  the  7th,  St.  Louis  threatened.  The  first  two  batters  singled  and 
the  third  beat  out  a  bunt  to  load  the  bases  with  nobody  out.  St.  Louis  pitch¬ 
er  Wee  Willie  Sudhoff  was  allowed  to  bat  for  himself  and  he  banged  a  ball 
“like  a  cannon  shot  to  right  center”  that  looked  like  a  sure  double.  The  run¬ 
ners  took  off  but  Boston  second  baseman  Hobe  Ferris  raced  out  and 
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was  the  last  surviving  member  of  the  1903 
Boston  Americas’  World  Championship  team. 
Photo  courtesy  of  the  National  Baseball  Hall 
of  Fame  and  Museum. 
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snagged  the  ball,  fired  to  Parent  covering  short,  who  in  turn  relayed  to 
LaChance  at  first.  Triple  play. 

AUGUST  24:  In  August,  it  seemed  like  every  time  it  was  Norwood 
Gibson’s  turn  to  pitch,  Boston  turned  up  losers.  Defeated  5-1  this  day,  it  was 
Gibson’s  4th  consecutive  loss  since  July  30.  However,  Gibson  went  13-9  in 
1903.  August  was  just  a  rough  month.  Boston’s  only  run  (off  Jack  Powell) 
was  of  the  last-minute  variety,  in  the  top  of  the  9th.  Powell  was  dominant, 
only  allowing  one  hit  through  the  first  7  and  that  a  slow  bouncer  to  the 
shortstop  that  Dougherty  beat  out.  Buck  Freeman  was  presented  with  a 
minor  fowl  problem  -  a  local  “turfman”  presented  him  with  a  pedigreed 
game  cock  and  hen.  Freeman  was  reported  proud  of  the  gift  and  planned 
to  take  them  back  to  Boston,  though  the  trip  progressed  with  visits  to 
Philadelphia  and  Washington  on  the  way. 

AUGUST  25:  no  game 

AUGUST  26:  In  St.  Louis,  after  Ferris  had  started  the  day’s  triple  play  and 
three  double  plays,  Dineen  called  him  the  best  fielder  he’d  ever  played 
with.  Although  only  arriving  at  noon,  due  to  rail  holdups  occasioned  by  a 
wreck  west  of  Harrisburg,  Boston  beat  Philadelphia  3-0  -  with  Dineen  dol¬ 
ing  out  just  5  hits.  Errant  play  granted  Boston  a  run  in  the  1st  and  7th,  but 
the  game  was  nowhere  out  of  sight.  Boston  picked  up  another  run  in  the  top 
of  the  9th,  but  the  Athletics  mounted  a  comeback  attempt,  starting  with  a 
single  by  Shreck.  Chief  Bender  slapped  a  sure  single  to  right  -  but  there  was 
Ferris,  who  grabbed  the  ball  with  a  “phenomenal  stop”  that  earned  him  a 
round  of  applause  from  the  disappointed  Philly  fans.  The  next  batter  singled 
and  the  one  after  that  drew  a  walk.  With  the  bases  loaded  and  just  one  out, 
things  were  “squally”  for  Boston.  A  shaqj  grounder  towards  second  looked 
like  it  would  bring  in  two  runs  -  but  there  again,  somehow,  was  Ferris  who 
scooped  the  ball,  fired  to  Freddy  Parent  and  Parent  snapped  a  throw  to  first. 
Game-ending  double  play. 


AUGUST  27:  Tom  Hughes  was  the  hero  of  the  day.  He  let  the  Athletics 
take  a  1-run  lead  in  the  first  (they  scored  1  more  in  the  7th  when  neither 
shortstop  nor  second  baseman  covered  the  bag  and  Criger’s  throw  to  cut 
down  the  stealing  Lave  Cross  sailed  into  center)  but  held  them  to  5  hits  on 
the  day.  Eddie  Plank  had  only  given  Boston  3  hits  through  8  innings.  The 
score  was  tied  heading  into  the  9th,  with  the  bottom  of  the  order  coming  up 
for  both  teams.  With  2  out,  a  runner  on  and  having  worked  a  3-2  count, 
Hughes  homered  over  the  liquor  sign  into  the  middle  of  Columbia  Avenue. 
Hoffman  tripled  in  the  bottom  of  the  inning  but  was  cut  down  at  the  plate, 
trying  to  stretch  it  into  an  inside-the-park  job.  Final  score:  Boston  4, 
Philadelphia  2.  The  Lawrence  American  wrote  that  only  a  train  wreck  or  a 
smallpox  epidemic  could  stop  Collins’  team  from  winning  the  pennant. 

AUGUST  28:  no  game 

AUGUST  29:  Two  tight,  hard-fought,  extra-inning  games  in  this  excit¬ 
ing  doubleheader  with  Washington.  Boston  was  fortunate;  three  times  they 
got  the  leadoff  runner  on  third  base  and  three  times  they  were  unable  to 
bring  him  home.  Collins  said  they  were  the  two  most  brilliant  games  he'd 
ever  played  in.  At  least  he  didn’t  suffer  a  loss.  Boston  won  the  first  game  3- 
2  in  the  10th  inning.  The  second  game  ran  1 1  innings  and  ended  -  after  all 
that  work  -  as  a  1-1  tie.  It  was  getting  dark  and  rain  was  falling  and,  after  21 
innings,  it  was  time  to  call  it  a  day.  The  two  teams  got  in  two  complete 
games  a  couple  of  days  later.  Umpire  Connolly  was  beaten  and  battered, 
struck  five  times  by  foul  balls  in  the  first  game  alone.  Washington  scored 
twice  in  the  4th;  Young  almost  cost  himself  the  game  with  a  throwing  error 
that  let  the  first  run  score  and  allowed  the  bunting  batter  to  scamper  all  the 
way  to  third  base,  where  he  soon  scored  on  a  fly  to  center  field.  But  Boston 
tied  it  in  the  6th  on  a  single,  double  and  single.  Tied  in  the  top  of  the  10th, 
Dougherty  doubled  and  Collins  singled  him  home.  Young  successfully 
defended  the  narrow  lead.  The  second  game  was  scoreless  with  George 
Winter  pitching  his  best  game  of  the  year  until  Washington  got  one  in  the 
bottom  of  the  8th.  In  a  last-ditch  effort  in  the  9th  inning,  rather  than  call 
for  a  pinch-hitter,  Collins  stuck  with  Winter,  who  bunted  to  third  and 
when  Bill  Coughlin  threw  wild,  Winter  wound  up  on  second.  Dougherty 
sacrificed  him  to  third  and  he  scored  on  a  Collins  grounder,  tying  the 
game.  In  the  10th  inning,  Washington  almost  won  but  a  Stahl-to-Stahl  play 
cut  down  Kip  Selbach;  Chick  Stahl  snared  the  ball  in  center  and  fired  a 
strike  home  to  Jake  Stahl,  who  blocked  the  plate.  Selbach  tried  to  bowl 
Stahl  over  but  the  stalwart  Stahl  held  on  tightly. 

AUGUST  30:  no  game 

AUGUST  31:  The  grounds  were  still  wet  and  soggy  and  the  games  were 
played  in  a  drizzle,  each  team  winning  one.  Dineen  was  out-dueled  in  the 
opener  2-1  -  both  runs  scoring  on  drives  hit  out  of  the  park  to  left.  Dineen 
gave  up  a  homer  in  the  2nd.  Collins  tripled,  then  scored  in  the  6th  to  tie 
it.  The  game  went  into  the  10th  -  the  third  straight  game  between  these  two 
teams  to  reach  extra  innings.  Washington’s  Boileryard  Clarke  singled  and, 
after  an  out,  Barry  McCormick  smashed  Dineen’s  pitch  over  the  fence  in 
left  field.  3-1  Senators?  No.  McCormick  indeed  won  the  game  for  his 
team,  though  under  the  ground  rules  of  the  day  he  was  not  given  a  home 
run  nor  did  his  run  score.  The  ball  over  the  wall  was  scored  a  single  -  still, 
the  Senators  celebrated  with  a  2-1  victor)'.  After  the  break,  play  resumed 
and  Norwood  Gibson  won  5-2,  giving  up  just  5  hits.  Collins  drove  the  first 
pitch  he  saw  out  of  the  park.  Ahead  4-0,  Gibson  let  down  his  guard  a  bit  in 
the  7th  and  surrendered  a  couple  of  runs  on  three  singles  (and  a  passed 
ball),  but  then  summoned  up  some  second  strength  and  shut  the  Senators 
out  through  the  8th.  No  extra-inning  game  this,  in  fact  it  was  just  an  8- 
inning  game,  as  it  was  called  following  the  bottom  of  the  8th. 

The  September  1903  Boston  Americans’  game-by-game  timeline  will  be  fea¬ 
tured  in  the  6th  edition  of  Red  Sox  Magazine.  ■ 
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THE  LEGEND  OF  THE  KID  LIVES  ON 


This  remarkable  color  photo 
of  a  very  young  Ted  Williams, 
shown  here,  was  one  of  the  early 
uses  of  color  photography  in 
sports.  It  would  probably  have 
been  taken  in  spring  training  in 
old  Payne  Park  in  Sarasota,  FL  in 
1940  or  1941,  presumably  after 
his  rookie  season,  when  Ted  was 
already  a  big  enough  name  to 
have  been  worth  the  effort  for 
whoever  the  photographer  may 
have  been. 

While  the  process  of  color 
photography  can  be  traced  back 
to  1861,  it  wasn’t  until  the  1930s 
that  its  use  entered  the 
mainstream.  Technicolor  movies 
were  introduced  in  1932,  and  in 
1936,  Kodak  introduced 
Kodachrome  still  photography. 

However,  it  was  seldom  used 
in  sports,  because  the  market  for 
such  photography  was  scarce. 
Magazines  and  newspapers  were 
not  running  color,  so  the  effort  of 
shooting  color  and  getting  it 
processed  did  not  provide  a 
payback  for  the  photographers. 

A  few  did  appreciate  that  it 
would  be  nice  to  have,  even  if  it 
wasn’t  for  publication.  The 
Williams  photo  comes  to  us  from 
Photo  File,  Inc.,  the  Yonkers,  NY- 
based  repository  of  more  than  a 
quarter  million  sports  images, 
(www.photofile.com),  which  has 
sold  licensed  sports  photography 
since  1987. 


On  August  30,  2003,  Ted  Williams  would  have  turned  85  years  of  age. 

A  mere  year  after  his  passing,  his  legacy  endures  in  the  hearts  and  minds 
of  fans  everywhere.  We  continue  to  remember  him  fondly. 
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The  Red  Sox  just  added 
more  All-Stars  to  their  lineup: 


the  medical  staff  at 
Beth  Israel  Deaconess  Medical  Center. 


The  official  hospital  of  the  Boston  Red  Sox. 


Beth  Israel  Deaconess 
Medical  Center 


330  Brookline  Avenue  Boston,  MA  02215 
Find-a-Doctor  Line:  800-667-5356  www.bidmc.harvard.edu 


RED  SOX  JOURNEY  TO  CONNECTICUT  TO  THANK 
NUTMEG  STATE  FANS  FOR  THEIR  SUPPORT 


Principal  Owner  John  Henry  and  Chairman  Tom  Werner  led  a 
Red  Sox  delegation  to  Connecticut  on  Monday,  July  21,  to 
express  gratitude  to  the  Red  Sox  fans  of  that  great  state  for  their 
longstanding  loyalty.  A  company  that  included  Red  Sox  execu¬ 
tives,  former  Red  Sox  legend  Luis  Tiant,  current  Red  Sox  pitch¬ 
er  Ramiro  Mendoza,  Fenway  Ambassadors,  tour  guides  and 
Wally  descended  on  the  steps  of  the  Old  State  House  in 
Hartford.  They  were  jomed  by  Connecticut  Senator  Christopher 
Dodd,  Hartford  Mayor  Eddie  Perez,  Secretary  of  State  Susan 
Bysiewicz,  Attorney  General  Richard  Blumenthal,  Senator 
Martin  Looney  and  UConn  Mens  Basketball  Coach  Jitn 
Calhoun.  Babe  Ruth’s  granddaughter,  Connecticut  resident 
and  Red  Sox  fan  Linda  Tosetti  also  attended  the  festivities. 

A  visit  to  the  Wheeler  Clinic,  a  30-year-old  group  home  that  pro¬ 
vides  care  services  to  Connecticut  children  ( ages  6-14)  in 
Plainville  was  next  on  the  docket.  The  Red  Sox  party  toured  the 
facility,  conversed  with  the  youngsters  and  partook  of  a  sum¬ 
mertime  fare  featuring  hotdogs,  hamburgers  and  watermelon, 
followed  by  a  game  of  softball.  A  $10,000  donation  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  home  by  Henry  and  Werner  and  gifts  were  distrib¬ 
uted  to  the  young  residents  of  the  home. 

The  last  stop  of  the  day  was  to  the  Hartford  Courant  newspaper 
where  Henry  and  Werner  held  an  hour-long  conversation  with 
writers  and  editors  on  various  team  issues. 


Tom  Werner  (top)  and  John  Henry  chatting  with  some  of  the  youngsters  of 
Wheeler  Clinic. 


Photos  by  Julie  Cordeiro. 


John  Henry,  Senator  Dodd  and  Tom  Werner. 


Ramiro  Mendoza  signed  autographs  for  some  fans. 


El  Tiante  was  his  usual  hit. 


The  ambassadors  were  busy  distributing  some  goodies. 


Wally  mingled  with  the  crowd. 


naruura  mayor  tuaie  rerez,  nanKea  oy  menaoza  am 
Tiant  mugging  for  the  camera. 


The  Babe’s  granddaughter  showed 
her  true  Red  Sox  spirit. 


NESN  announcer  and  emcee  for 
the  day,  Don  Orsillo. 


UConn  Men's  Basketball  Coach  Jim 
Calhoun  had  a  few  words  to  say. 


The  youngsters  at  the  home  were  thrilled  with  their  gifts.  Team  photo  time! 
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WORD  SEARCH  BY  JOHN  GRABOWSKI 


Answers  on  Page  79 

2003  Rookies  Word  Search 


Hidden  in  the  puzzle  below  are  the  names  of  35  rookies  who  have  played  in  the  American  League  this  season. 

How  many  of  them  can  you  find? 


H 

P 

M 

G 

A 

O 

1 

N 

F 

A 

N 

T 

E 

P 

B 

1 

E 

E 

N 

O 

K 

Y 

T 

S 

P 

1 

L 

L 

1 

H 

P 

A 

N 

R 

B 

E 

R 

R 

O 

A 

E 

0 

G 

E 

R 

U 

T 

R 

D 

E 

U 

S 

A 

B 

M 

C 

P 

B 

H 

G 

Q 

Z 

R 

1 

R 

Z 

A 

B 

R 

R 

A 

E 

0 

L 

L 

E 

1 

H 

S 

E 

1 

D 

E 

P 

A 

O 

Z 

N 

E 

C 

M 

O 

D 

N 

T 

X 

C 

R 

N 

H 

L 

R 

D 

B 

A 

T 

T 

U 

V 

H 

S 

1 

K 

X 

R 

M 

C 

E 

D 

R 

W 

S 

N 

F 

N 

1 

U 

E 

S 

J 

0 

1 

R 

N 

T 

O 

1 

S 

G 

O 

N 

S 

L 

T 

O 

O 

M 

M 

U 

E 

A 

U 

T 

G 

T 

E 

M 

D 

O 

0 

N 

H 

A 

S 

R 

S 

Q 

S 

T 

L 

U 

A 

T 

L 

U 

N 

P 

N 

E 

A 

1 

M 

T 

S 

1 

L 

L 

E 

D 

L 

A 

B 

S 

S 

U 

S 

0 

V 

D 

A 

L 

E 

D 

E 

Z 

M 

A 

F 

1 

0 

K 

O 

G 

F 

A 

R 

M 

0 

U 

N 

c 

E 

L 

W 

R 

N 

L 

M 

M 

A 

C 

D 

0 

U 

G 

A 

L 

X 

J 

Y 

C 

B 

H 

A 

R 

V 

E 

Y 

O 

V 

E 

O 

R 

N 

0 

M 

1.  hector  ALMONTE 

2.  rocco  BALDELLI 

3.  josh  BARD 

4.  angel  BERROA 

5.  willie  BL00MQU1ST 

6.  jeremy  BONDERMAN 

7.  ben  BROUSSARD 


8.  lanceCARTER 

9.  coco  CRISP 

10.  jason  DAVIS 

11.  chone  FIGGINS 

12.  jodyGERUT 

13.  ken  HARVEY 

14.  mark  HENDRICKSON 


15.  omar  INFANTE 

16.  reed  JOHNSON 

17.  wil  LEDEZMA 

18.  aquilino  LOPEZ 

19.  mike  MACDOUGAL 

20.  hideki  MATSUI 

21.  craig  MONROE 


22.  jose  MORBAN 

23.  justin  MORNEAU 

24.  tony  MOUNCE 

25.  eric  MUNSON 

26.  mike  NEU 

27.  miguel  OLIVO 

28. antonio  PEREZ 


29.  brandon  PHILLIPS 

30. francisco  RODRIGUEZ 

31.  freddy  SANCHEZ 

32.  jason  SHIELL 

33.  markTEIXEIRA 

34.  billy  TRABER 

35.  kevin  WITT 
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Step  Up  to  the  Plate! 


Support  your  favorite  baseball  team  and 
New  England's  favorite  charity  by  sporting 
the  official  Jimmy  Fund/Boston  Red  Sox 
Massachusetts  license  plate  on  your  car. 


The  plate  costs  $40;  $28  of  the  purchase  price  will  go  directly  to  the 
Jimmy  Fund  to  support  groundbreaking  research  and  compassionate 
care  at  Dana-Farber  Cancer  Institute.  The  remaining  $12  is  a  one-time- 


Go  to  www.state.ma. us/rmv/express/plates.htm 
for  an  order  form  and  instructions. 


©DANA-FARBER  Jhe  ~  , 

CANCER  INSTITUTE  r7  JllTUTiy  FlJ-IlQ 

Dedicated  to  Discovery... Committed  to  Care 


Never  Underestimate  the  Intimidation  Factor. 


With  plenty  of  room  for  9, 
the  largest  maximum 
cargo  volume,  an 
exclusive  AdvanceTrac™ 
Electronic  Stability 
Enhancement  System, 
and  a  PowerFold™ 
3rd-row  seat,  Ford 
Expedition  has  earned 
quite  a  reputation 
for  intimidating 
the  competition. 

If  you  haven't  looked  at 
a  Ford  Expedition  lately... 

LOOK  AGAIN. 

Only  at  your 

New  England  Ford  Dealer 


PowerFold™  3rd-row  seat 


AdvanceTrac™  Electronic 
Stability  Enhancement  System 


The  largest  maximum  cargo  volume 


DEALERS 


Over  the  years,  more  than 
1,400  ballplayers  have  worn 
the  Red  Sox  uniform.  New 
Englanders  have  adopted  many  of 
these  former  players  as  their  own. 
This  is  the  third  in  our  season 
series  honoring  memorable  players 
from  the  1948  Boston  Red  Sox. 

By  Herb  Crehan 


S 


am  Mele  was  born  into  a  baseball  fam¬ 
ily  and  spent  almost  60  years  in  profes¬ 
sional  baseball.  Mele,  who  had  two 
tours  of  duty  in  the  Boston  Red  Sox  outfield, 
is  the  nephew  of  Tony  Cuccinello  who 
played  for  15  seasons  in  the  major  leagues 
and  A1  Cuccinello  who  was  with  the  New 
York  Giants  and  St.  Louis  Cardinals.  After 
his  10-year  big  league  career,  Mele  went  on 
to  manage  the  Minnesota  Twins  and  then 
served  as  a  Red  Sox  scout  and  roving  instruc¬ 
tor  for  over  30  years. 


NEW  YORK  NATIVE 

Sabath  Anthony  Mele  was  born  in 
Astoria,  NY,  on  January  21,  1923.  The  mid¬ 
dle  child  of  seven,  he  has  fond  memories  of 
growing  up  in  a  warm  family  in  a  tight-knit 
neighborhood  in  Queens. 

“My  mother  was  born  in  Avelina,  Italy, 
and  she  came  to  the  United  States  with  her 
mother  when  she  was  a  little  girl.  Nobody 
remembers  how  she  was  able  to  do  it,  but 
she  managed  to  buy  an  apartment  building 
in  Astoria.  She  was  the  family  matriarch,  a 
very  special  lady. 

“We  were  a  very  close  family.  I  still 
remember  the  woodstove  and  baths  in  the 
kitchen,  the  wine  cellar  in  the  basement. 
What  great  memories.  My  father,  who  was 
also  born  in  Italy,  worked  for  ConEdison. 
He  made  $14  a  week  and  since  it  was  the 
depression  he  was  happy  to  have  a  job.  He 
walked  two  miles  to  get  to  work  every  day 


and  he  never  owned  a  car.” 

Baseball  was  a  strong  presence  in  Mele’s 
life  from  an  early  age.  “My  mother  had  two 
younger  brothers  who  were  both  profession¬ 
al  ballplayers.  My  uncle,  Tony  Cuccinello, 
was  a  terrific  second  baseman.  He  played  in 
the  first  All-Star  Game  in  1933.  He  was  away 
playing  when  I  was  growing  up,  but  1  would 
write  to  him  all  the  time.  He  would  send  me 
gloves,  balls,  anything  I  asked  him  for. 

“My  Uncle  A1  was  younger,  so  he  was 
around  a  lot  when  I  was  a  kid.  He  was  great 
to  me.  He  took  me  everywhere  with  him, 


and  made  me  into  a  ballplayer.  He  was  my 
mentor.  I  talked  to  him  the  other  night,  and 
I  told  him,  ‘Uncle  Al,  everything  I  have  I 
owe  to  you.  My  career  in  baseball,  this 
house,  my  pension,  everything  is  because  of 
you.’  He  said,  ‘Well  why  don’t  you  mention 
me  in  your  will?’  I  had  to  laugh,  but  every¬ 
thing  I  said  to  him  is  true.” 

“My  Uncle  Al  would  take  me  down  to 
the  park  and  hit  balls  to  me.  He  noticed  that 
1  handled  balls  in  the  air  better  than 
grounders.  He  made  me  into  an  outfielder 
where  I  played  my  whole  professional  career.” 
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At  Northeastern  University,  we  combine  h 
with  richer  experience.  The  experience  of  g< 
in  the  heart  of  Boston.  The  experience  of  imm 
in  exceptional  courses  led  by  distinguished  f 
the  experience  you'll  gain  by  taking  part  in  tf 
co-op  program.  In  fact,  according  to  U.S.Ne' 
the  #1  university  in  the  country  for  progrc 
to  combine  classroom  learning  with  real-wc 
majority  of  our  graduates  receive  job  offers  fi 
upon  graduation.  Northeastern  offers  the  kin 
you  a  real  advantage  in  life.  To  learn  more,  vi 
or  AOL  keyword:  Northeastern  University. 


For  experiences  bigger  than  classrooms 


nN/WU 

U.S.News 


Northeastern 

un,vers,ty 


Higher  Learning.  Richer  Experience 


Proud  Sponsor  of  The  Boston  Red  Sox, 
a  Northeastern  University  Coop  Employer 


HOOP  STAR 

But  it  was  on  the  basketball  court  that 
Mele  first  made  his  mark  as  an  athlete.  “For 
some  reason  we  only  had  a  baseball  team  for 
one  season  at  my  high  school.  But  we  had  a 
good  basketball  team  and  I  played  the  game 
every  chance  I  got.  I  used  to  play  three 
games  a  day.  My  Uncle  A1  took  me  to  the 
67th  Street  YMCA  to  play.  He  was  awfully 
good  to  me.” 

Mele  starred  for  Blessed  Sacrament 
CYO  team  in  Jackson  Heights  and  at 
William  Cullen  Bryant  High  School.  His 
basketball  talents  earned  him  a  scholarship 
at  New  York  University  where  he  played 
baseball  as  well.  His  collegiate  accomplish¬ 
ments  earned  him  election  to  the  NYU 
sports  Hall  of  Fame  for  basketball  and  base¬ 
ball.  Mele  and  former  Brooklyn  Dodger 
pitcher  Ralph  Branca  are  two  of  only  seven 
graduates  who  are  enshrined  for  both  sports. 
Twenty-four  former  major  league  baseball 
players  have  also  played  in  the  NCAA  post¬ 
season  basketball  tournament.  The  answer 
to  the  trivia  question:  Who  was  the  first 
major  league  baseball  player  to  play  in  the 
NCAA’ s?  Sam  Mele. 

“I  remember  we  beat  the  University  of 
Wyoming  in  the  first  round  at  the  Garden 
and  then  we  lost  in  the  second  round.  It  was 
very  exciting.  People  forget  that  in  those  days 
the  NIT  (National  Invitation  Tournament) 
was  much  bigger  than  the  NCAA  tourna¬ 
ment.” 

While  Mele  was  better  known  for  his 
basketball  exploits,  he  was  starting  to  make  a 
name  for  himself  on  the  baseball  diamond 
as  well.  “I  was  a  good  hitter  and  Uncle  A1 
had  taught  me  so  much  about  the  game  that 
it  gave  me  a  big  edge.  At  every  level  I  knew 
more  about  baseball  fundamentals  than  any¬ 
one  I  played  with  or  against.  It  really 
helped.” 

Sam  remembers  working  out  at  Fenway 
Park  as  a  collegian  in  1940.  “I  was  in  awe  of 
all  the  big  leaguers  on  the  field.  But  I  knew 
how  to  play  the  game  so  I  was  okay.  I 
remember  Ted  Williams  talking  to  me  when 
I  came  out  of  the  batting  cage.  "Fed  took  a  lik¬ 
ing  to  me  for  some  reason.  It  was  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  a  friendship  that  would  last  for  60 
years. 

“I  worked  out  with  the  Boston  Braves 
at  the  Polo  Grounds  also.  But  that  was 
more  as  a  courtesy  to  my  Uncle  Tony  who 
was  playing  for  the  Braves  at  the  time. 
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They  didn't  have  the  money  to  sign 

yy 

me. 

Sam  signed  his  first  baseball 
contract  in  1942  with  the  Red  Sox. 
“I’ll  never  forget  it.  I  met  with  Mr. 
Yawkey  and  Neil  Mahoney  who 
was  the  director  of  the  farm  system 
at  the  Commodore  Hotel  in 
Manhattan.  They  knew  I  was 
going  into  the  service  but  they 
wanted  to  sign  me.  Mr.  Yawkey 
said,  ‘How  much  will  it  take  to 
sign  you?’  I  told  him  at  least 
$5,000  and  he  said  ‘Fine,  we’ll 
give  you  $2,500  now  and  the 
other  $2,500  when  you  get  out 
of  the  service.’  I  took  that  first 
check  for  $2,500  and  turned  it 
right  over  to  my  mother.” 

BOSTON  BOUND 

Like  most  baseball  players  of 
his  generation,  Mele  spent  1942-45 
in  the  service  of  his  country  during 
World  War  II.  “I  started  out  in  the 
V-12  program.  I  got  to  play  some 
baseball  and  Red  Rolfe  (former 
Yankee  third  baseman)  was  our 
manager.  Eventually  I  ended  up  on 
a  small  aircraft  carrier.  We  were 
the  first  carrier  to  go  up  the 
Mississippi  River,  and  later 
we  went  thro 
Panama 
quite  an 


“I  was  discharged  in  early  1946.  Shortly 
after  my  discharge  I  got  on  a  train  in  Grand 
Central  Station  and  headed  for  spring  train¬ 
ing  in  Sarasota,  FL.  Johnny  Pesky  was  also 
on  that  train  and  another  lifelong  friendship 
began.  Johnny  is  one  of  the  best  guys  in 
baseball. 

“The  Red  Sox  actually  took  me  north 
after  spring  training.  I  sat  on  the  bench  for 
the  first  three  games  and  then  they  sent  me 
down  to  the  minors.  I  ended  up  in 
Scranton,  PA,  where  I  played  on  one  of  the 
great  minor  league  teams  of  all  time.  We 
won  the  league  by  about  18  games  and 
eight  of  us  went  on  to  play  in  the  major 
leagues.  I  hit  .342  and  I  was  the 
MVP  of  the  Eastern  League.” 

Sam  cracked 
the  starting  lineup 
for  the  1947 


I 

1  got  tickets  for  my  mother 
and  father  right  behind  the 
Red  So*  dugout  It  was  their 
first  time  in  a  major  league 
ballpark,  and  I  was  fortunate 
enough  to  hit  a  home  run.  I 
could  see  their  faces  afi  the 
way  around  the  bases.  They 
cheering  like  everyone 
but  I  could  tell 
on  their  faces 
I  had  done 
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pted  Sons  of  New  England’s  Team 


hit  over  my  head.  He  stopped  me,  and  point¬ 
ed  to  Dom  DiMaggio  in  centerfield.  ‘Any 
questions  on  fielding,  you  go  to  that  guy. 
Questions  on  hitting,  you  come  to  me.’  Ted 
was  a  wonderful  guy." 


THE  1948  BOSTON  RED  SOX 

After  his  great  rookie  season,  Mele  was 
looking  forward  to  the  1948  season  with  one 
of  the  stronger  Red  Sox  teams  in  the  fran¬ 
chise’s  storied  history.  The  Red  Sox  had  fin¬ 
ished  third  in  Joe  Cronin’s  last  year  as  man¬ 
ager  the  previous  season,  but  they  had 
improved  the  roster  with  the  addition  of 
slugging  shortstop  Vern  Stephens  and  veter¬ 
an  pitcher  Ellis  Kinder.  And  the  legendary 
Joe  McCarthy,  who  had  managed  the  New 
York  Yankees  to  seven  world  championships, 
had  replaced  Cronin  as  manager. 

“The  1948  season  was  a  disappointment 
for  me,”  Mele  recalls.  “I  had  a  wide-open 
stance  at  the  plate,  similar  to  Joe 
DiMaggio’s,  not  that  I  was  ever  the  hitter 
that  Joe  was.  McCarthy  watched  me  hit  in 
spring  training  and  told  me  to  close  up  my 
stance.  The  man  had  won  all  those  champi¬ 
onships  and  I  had  been  taught  to  listen  to 
my  manager,  so  I  tried  it.  It  might  have  been 
good  advice  for  most  players,  but  it  didn’t 
work  for  me.  I  went  from  hitting  in  the  low 
,300s  to  hitting  in  the  low  .200s.” 

Sam  and  the  Red  Sox  both  got  off  to 
slow  starts  in  1948.  Mele  shared  playing 
time  in  right  field  with  the  light  hitting  Stan 
Spence,  and  in  early  June  the  team  was 
mired  in  seventh  place,  nine  games  out  of 
first  place.  Although  Mele’s  season-long 
slump  continued,  the  Red  Sox  picked  up  the 
pace  during  the  month  before  the  All-Star 
Game,  improving  their  position  to  fourth 
place. 

The  team  continued  its  winning  ways  in 
the  second  half  behind  the  strong  pitching 
of  Kinder  and  rookie  Mel  Parnell,  and  a  bal¬ 
anced  offense  led  by  fed  Williams.  After  the 
All-Star  break,  the  Red  Sox  won  70  percent 
of  their  games.  A  win  over  the  Yankees  on 
the  last  day  of  the  season  created  the  first 
playoff  game  in  American  League  history. 

There  was  every  reason  for  optimism  as 
the  Red  Sox  prepared  to  meet  the  Cleveland 
Indians  in  their  historic  one-game  face-off. 
They  had  gone  55-22  at  Fenway  that  season 
and  the  Indians  had  traveled  by  train 
overnight  from  Cleveland  following  a  disap¬ 
pointing  loss  to  the  Detroit  'Tigers. 


Mele  was  honored  by  the  Knights  of  Columbus  at  Fenway  Park  in  1966  for  leading  the  Twins  to  a  102-60  record,  the 
American  League  Pennant  and  a  World  Series  appearance  in  1965. 


Boston  Red  Sox  and  put  together  a  wonder¬ 
ful  rookie  season.  Appearing  in  123  games  in 
right  field,  he  batted  .302  for  the  year.  His 
slugging  average  of  .448  placed  him  sixth  in 
the  American  League  and  his  eight  triples 
ranked  10th  in  the  league. 

Mele’s  first  trip  to  Yankee  Stadium  in  a 
Red  Sox  uniform  is  one  of  his  favorite  big 
league  memories.  “1  got  tickets  for  my  moth¬ 
er  and  father  right  behind  the  Red  Sox 
dugout.  It  was  their  first  time  in  a  major 
league  ballpark,  and  I  was  fortunate  enough 
to  hit  a  home  run.  I  could  see  their  faces  all 
the  way  around  the  bases.  They  weren’t 
cheering  like  everyone  around  them,  but  I 
could  tell  from  the  smiles  on  their  faces  that 
they  knew  I  had  done  something  special. 
Tom  Dowd,  our  traveling  secretary,  tracked 
down  the  home  run  ball  for  me,  and  I  gave 
it  to  my  mother.” 

Mele  is  quick  to  credit  Ted  Williams  for 
his  hitting  success  as  a  rookie.  “I  talked  hit¬ 
ting  with  led  every  chance  I  got.  I  sat  next  to 
him  on  trains,  on  buses,  every  chance  I  got. 
And  he  was  very  good  to  me.  He  told  me  to 
study  the  pitchers,  to  look  for  their  patterns. 
Anticipate  how  they  were  going  to  handle 
me.  He  made  me  a  much  better  hitter. 

“I  remember  one  time  I  said  to  him, 
Ted,  I’m  having  a  little  trouble  on  fly  balls 
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Comcast  High-Speed  Internet 


>  Just  turn  it  on  and  go  -  it's  up  to  50  times  faster 
than  dial-up  and  you're  always  connected. 

>  Instant  downloads  -  get  crystal  clear  video  and  up  to  date 
highlights  and  scores  exclusively  from  espnbroadband.com. 

It's  what  you've  been  waiting  for,  and  waiting  for. 

>  Quickfire  online  gaming  -  make  the  most  of  your  XBox  or  PlayStation. 


Comcast  is  a  proud  sponsor 

of  the  Boston  Red  Sox 
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“I  really  thought  we  were  going  to 
win  that  game,”  Sam  remembers.  “I 
had  been  hurt  and  missed  the  last  part 
of  the  season,  but  I  expected  Mel 
Parnell  to  pitch  and  to  pitch  well.  I  was 
surprised  when  Denny  Galehouse  got 
the  start.  I  think  we  all  were.  It  might 
have  turned  out  differently  if  Mel  had 
gotten  the  ball,”  is  Mele’s  recollection 
of  the  8-3  Red  Sox  loss. 


a  coach  with  the  Indians  and  Al  Lopez 
was  a  terrific  manager.  It  was  also  the 
season  I  got  a  summer  vacation.  The 
Indians  had  a  roster  problem,  and  they 
told  me  to  disappear.  I  came  home  to 
Quincy,  did  some  work  on  the  house 
and  spent  time  with  my  family.  About 
10  days  later  they  told  me  to  come 
back.  I  may  be  the  only  major  leaguer 
who  ever  got  a  summer  vacation.” 


VETERAN  BALLPLAYER 

Mele  struggled  to  regain  his  hit¬ 
ting  stroke  with  the  Red  Sox  in  1949 
and  manager  Joe  McCarthy  used  him 
sparingly  in  right  field.  In  mid-June  he 
was  traded  from  the  pennant-contend¬ 
ing  Red  Sox  to  the  last-place 
Washington  Senators  for  side-arming 
pitcher  Walt  Masterson.  “I  hated  to 
leave  the  Red  Sox  and  Boston  but  I 
knew  I  would  get  to  play  in 
Washington  and  get  back  on  track,” 

Mele  reflects. 

He  got  into  78  games  with  the 
Senators  in  1949.  Playing  regularly  in 
1950  his  offense  returned  to  its  rookie 
year  levels  with  12  home  runs  and  86 
RBI.  By  1951  Mele  was  firmly  estab¬ 
lished  in  the  Senator’s  lineup  and  he 
led  the  American  League  with  36  dou¬ 
bles.  Showing  surprising  speed,  his  seven 
triples  ranked  seventh  in  the  league. 

“I  had  good  speed,  but  not  great  speed. 
I  got  my  share  of  triples  during  my  career 
because  I  knew  how  to  run  the  bases.  Again, 
I’m  back  to  the  fundamentals  that  my  Uncle 
Al  taught  me.  You  turn  doubles  into  triples 
by  reading  the  situation.” 

In  early  May  of  1952  the  Senators  trad¬ 
ed  Mele  to  the  Chicago  White  Sox.  His 
home  run  total  of  16  for  the  season  was  his 
career  best.  “One  of  the  best  things  about 
going  to  Chicago  was  playing  under  manag¬ 
er  Paul  Richards.  He  really  knew  the  game 
and  I  learned  a  lot  from  him.” 

In  1952  he  had  a  game  against  the  Red 
Sox  that  major  league  players  only  dream 
about.  In  his  first  at-bat  in  the  fourth  inning 
of  an  early  June  game,  Mele  hit  a  three-run 
homer.  The  White  Sox  bats  were  hot  that 
day  and  he  came  up  later  in  the  same  inning 
with  the  bases  loaded.  Mele  cleared  the 
bases  with  a  triple  bringing  his  RBI  total  for 
the  inning  to  six.  “My  teammates  were  all 
over  me  in  the  dugout.  Of  course  everybody 


Serving  as  a  Red  Sox  spring  training  instructor. 


is  in  a  good  mood  when  you  win  1 5-2.” 

In  1953  Mele  hit  a  solid  .274  to  go  along 
with  12  home  runs  and  82  RBI.  That  winter 
he  was  traded  from  the  White  Sox  to  the 
Browns  who  were  moving  from  St.  Louis  to 
Baltimore  for  the  1954  season.  Much  in 
demand,  his  stay  in  Baltimore  was  relatively 
brief,  as  the  Red  Sox  reacquired  him  in  July. 
“It  was  great  to  be  back  with  the  Red  Sox. 
We  had  settled  in  Quincy,  MA  and  we  had  a 
young  family.  I  was  hoping  to  be  there  for 
awhile.” 

Mele  compiled  his  career-high  batting 
average  of  .318  in  42  games  with  the  Red 
Sox  in  1954.  But  after  a  slow  start  in  1955,  he 
ended  up  with  the  Cincinnati  Reds  for  his 
first  stop  in  the  National  League.  In 
Cincinnati  he  played  under  former  Red  Sox 
teammate  Birdie  Tebbetts.  Mele  remembers 
getting  one  of  only  two  hits  off  a  young 
southpaw  with  the  Brooklyn  Dodgers  by  the 
name  of  Sandy  Koufax. 

He  played  his  last  major  league  season 
with  the  Cleveland  Indians  in  1956.  “That 
was  a  great  year  because  my  Uncle  Tony  was 


BORN  TO  MANAGE 

Mele  played  in  Triple-A  ball  in 
1957  and  1958  and  joined  the 
Washington  Senators  major  league 
coaching  staff  in  1959.  “I  scouted  for 
the  Senators  for  a  couple  of  months 
and  then  I  joined  the  big  league  team 
as  a  first  base  coach  under  Cookie 
Lavagetto.  Eventually  Cookie  made 
me  his  third  base  coach,  and  when  the 
team  moved  to  Minnesota  to  become 
the  Twins,  I  moved  along  with  them. 

“In  mid-season  1961  Calvin 
Griffith,  the  Twins  owner,  asked  me 
to  come  to  his  office  and  be  sure  to 
wear  a  tie.  When  I  got  there  he  told 
me  they  were  going  to  make  a  change 
that  I  was  going  to  replace  Cookie  as 
manager.  He  introduced  me  at  a 
news  conference  as  the  new  manager 
of  the  Twins.” 

The  rookie  manager  brought  the  Twins 
near  to  .500  baseball  over  the  balance  of  the 
1961  season  and  in  1962,  the  Twins 
improved  to  second  place  in  the  American 
League.  Mele  began  to  change  the  style  of 
the  Twins  over  the  next  two  seasons.  “We 
were  built  around  power  and  I  knew  we  had 
to  introduce  more  speed  into  the  lineup.” 

In  1965  Mele’s  retooled  offense  took 
hold  and  the  Twins  won  102  games  to  take 
the  American  League  pennant.  Mele  looks 
back  at  a  moment  in  spring  training  that 
made  all  the  difference  in  the  Twins’  1965 
season. 

“Zoilo  Versailles  had  a  ball  hit  three  feet 
from  him  at  shortstop  and  he  didn’t  even 
move  for  it.  I  pulled  him  out  of  the  game 
immediately.  He  started  to  talk  back  to  me 
and  I  got  all  over  him.  Billy  Martin,  who  was 
one  of  my  coaches,  got  all  over  him  too.  We 
told  him  in  no  uncertain  terms  that  he  had 
to  go  all  out  on  every  play. 

“Billy  made  Zoilo  a  special  project. 
Took  him  out  to  eat,  watched  his  ever)'  move 
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Covering  the  Red  Sox 
for  almost  100  years 
has  taught  us  one  thing. 


This  could  be  the  year. 


€he  Boston  €>lobe 

Your  world,  unfolding  daily.” 


on  the  field.  Zoilo  went  on  to  have  an  out¬ 
standing  season.  He  was  voted  the  Most 
Valuable  Player  in  the  American  League 
that  year  and  he  deserved  it.  When  the  sea¬ 
son  was  over  he  came  to  me  and  said, 
“Thank  you  for  making  me  a  ballplayer.” 

The  Twins  took  the  Los  Angeles 
Dodgers  to  seven  games  in  the  1965  World 
Series.  After  a  recent  Red  Sox  ninth-inning 
loss  to  the  Yankees,  Mele  identified  this  loss 
with  the  Twins  loss  in  the  seventh  game  of 
the  1965  World  Series  as  his  toughest  loss  in 
baseball. 

“Sandy  Koufax  beat  us  2-0  to  win  the 
series  for  the  Dodgers.  I  thought  we  (the 
Twins)  had  a  chance,  but  I’ll  tell  you,  in  his 
prime  Sandy  Koufax  was  the  greatest  pitcher 
I  ever  saw.  He  beat  us  in  Game  Five,  7-0, 
and  he  was  standing  in  the  doorway  of  their 
clubhouse  when  I  walked  by.  He  looked  at 
me  and  said,  You  got  a  hit  off  me  10  years 
ago.’  I  doubled  off  him  in  1955  playing  for 
the  Cincinnati  Reds  and  10  years  later  he 
still  remembered  it.  He  was  serious  about  his 
pitching.” 

HEY  THERE:  YOU’RE  AN  ALL  STAR 

Sam  Mele  certainly  remembers  manag¬ 
ing  the  American  League  All-Star  team  in 
1966.  In  characteristic  style  he  manages  to 
covert  a  moment  of  high  drama  into  humor. 

“Since  I  managed  the  Twins  to  the  pen¬ 
nant  in  1965,  I  was  the  manager  of  the 
American  League  All-Star  team  for  1966. 
Mickey  Mantle  was  on  the  team  but  he 
called  me  a  few  days  before  the  game  to  say 
his  knees  were  bothering  him  and  he  would 
rather  use  the  three-day  break  to  rest  them.  I 
told  him  I  understood  and  named  White 
Sox  outfielder  Tommy  Agee  to  replace  him. 

“I  was  in  my  hotel  room  and  I  got  a 
phone  call  from  a  guy  who  was  furious  that 
I  replaced  Mantle  with  Agee.  He  told  me 
that  he  was  coming  to  the  game  and  he  was 
going  to  shoot  the  Twins’  Tony  Oliva  and 
me.  He  sounded  pretty  serious  and  I  thought 
well,  if  he’s  going  to  shoot  Oliva  he  might  as 
well  shoot  me  too,  since  Tony  was  my  star.  I 
had  to  notify  the  police  because  there  was 
no  way  of  knowing  if  the  guy  meant  it  or  not. 

“The  police  took  all  sorts  of  security 
precautions,  and  thankfully  there  were  no 
incidents.  When  it  was  time  to  exchange 
lineup  cards  before  the  game  I  got  right  in 
the  middle  of  the  umpires.  I  said,  ‘If  any¬ 
one  is  going  to  get  shot  it  may  as  well  be 


one  of  you  guys.’” 

Mele’s  1966  Twins  finished  second  in 
the  American  League,  eight  games  behind 
the  Baltimore  Orioles.  In  early  June  of  1967, 
Calvin  Griffith  informed  Mele  that  he  was 
being  replaced  as  manager  of  the  Twins. 

“It  was  tough  because  he  couldn’t  really 
give  me  a  reason.  He  said  they  had  just 
decided  to  make  a  change.  We  were  playing 
.500  ball  and  we  were  in  the  race.  It  would 
have  been  easier  if  he  could  have  given  me 
a  reason.” 

Sam  found  himself  out  of  baseball  for 
the  first  time  in  20  years  and  living  in  the 
Boston  area  while  the  Red  Sox  battled  his 
former  team  for  the 
American  League  pen¬ 
nant.  Asked  if  he  would 
have  done  anything  dif¬ 
ferently  when  the  Red 
Sox  swept  the  Twins  on 
the  final  weekend  of  the 
1967  season,  he  limits  his 
comments  to  “Oh  yeah.” 

He  adds,  “In  his  book, 

Tony  Oliva  said  that  the 
Twins  would  have  won  if 
I  was  still  managing 
them.  He  didn’t  have  to 
say  that.  It  was  nice  of 
him.” 

SPANNING  FOUR  DECADES 
WITH  THE  RED  SOX 

“Tom  Yawkey  had 
said  to  me,  ‘If  you  ever 
need  a  job  Sam,  you  call 
me.’  And  since  the  Twins 
had  let  me  go,  and  I  had 
a  wife  and  five  kids,  that’s 
exactly  what  I  did.  I 
got  together  with  Mr. 

Yawkey  and  Dick  O’Connell,  who  was  the 
general  manger  at  the  time,  and  Mr.  Yawkey 
told  Dick,  ‘I  want  him  working  for  us.’  I  went 
to  work  for  the  club  at  the  beginning  of  1968 
and  stayed  with  the  team  for  over  30  years. 
It’s  a  great  organization. 

“I  did  a  lot  of  scouting  for  the  team,  but 
mostly  I  worked  as  kind  of  a  roving  instruc¬ 
tor.  I  worked  in  the  instructional  league  in 
the  fall  and  I  got  around  to  the  minor  league 
teams  all  over  the  country  during  the  season. 

“One  of  my  prize  pupils  was  Jim  Rice. 
He  would  grab  me  every  chance  he  got  and 
I  would  hit  him  fly  balls,  ground  balls  and 


line  drives.  He  was  a  natural  hitter,  but  he 
worked  as  hard  on  his  fielding  as  anyone  I 
have  ever  seen.  He  made  himself  into  a 
darned  good  outfielder.  He  used  to  call  me 
‘Mr.  Mele.’  He  still  does.” 

Former  Red  Sox  star  rightfielder 
Dwight  Evans  is  another  favorite  of  Sam 
Mele’s.  “When  he  was  coming  up  through 
the  minors,  he  used  to  knock  on  our  motel 
door  and  ask  my  wife,  Connie,  if  I  could 
come  out  to  play  catch.  We  used  to  laugh 
about  it,  but  that  was  how  much  he  wanted 
to  succeed.  He  was  willing  to  sound  like  a  lit¬ 
tle  kid  if  that  was  what  it  took. 

“I  remember  when  Dewey  was  strug¬ 


gling  at  Louisville,  hitting  in  the  low  .200s. 
They  asked  me  to  go  work  with  him  and 
together  we  got  him  back  on  track.  He 
brought  his  average  into  the  ,300s  and  he 
went  on  to  have  a  great  major  league 
career.  Several  people  said  I  made  him 
into  a  hitter.  I  don’t  believe  that’s  true,  but 
it’s  nice  to  hear.’ 

When  Sam  thinks  back  on  his  baseball 
career  he  focuses  on  the  friends  he  has 
made.  “I  had  some  good  games  as  a  player 
and  it  was  a  thrill  to  manage  in  the  World 
Series,  but  mostly  I  think  about  the  relation¬ 
ships  I  have  established,  led  Williams  was 


“I  had  some  good  games  as 
a  player  and  it  was  a  thrill  to 
manage  in  the  World  Series, 
but  mostly  I  think  about  the 
relationships  I  have  established... 
Ted  Williams  was  one  of  my  great 
friends...Dom  DiMaggio  is  one  of 
the  best  guys  I  have  ever  known... 
and  Johnny  Pesky  has  been  my 
good  friend  over  all  these  years. 
You’ll  never  find  a  finer  guy  than 
Johnny. 
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Sam  addressing  the  gathering  at  a  BoSox  luncheon  in  the  late  1990s. 


Sam  caught  up  with  former  teammate  Dorn  DiMaggio  during  the  July  2002  memorial  trib¬ 
ute  to  Ted  Williams  at  Fenway  Park. 


one  of  my  great  friends.  And  Dom 
DiMaggio  is  one  of  the  best  guys  I  have  ever 
known.  Dom  is  one  of  the  smartest  guys  I 
have  ever  met,  both  on  and  off  the  field. 

“And  Johnny  Pesky  has  been  my  good 
friend  over  all  these  years.  You’ll  never  find  a 
finer  guy  than  Johnny.  He  introduced  me  to 
my  wife  Connie.  John  was  doing  a  promo¬ 
tion  at  Jordan  Marsh  where  she  worked. 
When  I  saw  Johnny  at  the  Baseball  Writers’ 
Dinner  in  1948,  he  said,  ‘I’ve  got  just  the  girl 
for  you.’  Connie  and  I  dated  and  we  have 
been  happily  married  for  over  50  years.  I  kid 
Johnny  about  playing  matchmaker  all  the 
time,  but  he  was  right.” 

Connie  Clemens  was  a  native  of  the 
Merrymount  section  of  Quincy  and  the 
Mele’s  have  made  their  home  in  the  City  of 
Presidents  for  over  50  years.  Mele’s  focus 
these  days  is  on  his  family  and  he  is  eager  to 
talk  about  them.  “We  have  five  great  kids. 
Sherry  Ann  is  our  oldest.  Our  daughter, 
Marilyn,  has  two  children  and  our  son, 
Steven,  has  one  boy.  Our  daughter,  Marsha, 
has  a  daughter,  and  our  son,  Scott,  has  two 
boys.  They  all  live  nearby  or  down  the  Cape, 
so  we  get  together  all  the  time.” 

Looking  back  on  his  career  in  baseball, 
Mele  selects  a  compliment  from  baseball 
veteran  Don  Zimmer  as  one  of  his  favorite 
memories.  “The  Red  Sox  had  flown  a  whole 
bunch  of  us  out  to  the  West  Coast  and  Don 
Zimmer  was  holding  court  with  the  baseball 
writers  before  a  game.  He  has  a  million  sto¬ 
ries  and  the  writers  love  to  interview  him.  He 
paused,  pointed  at  me  and  said  to  the  writ¬ 
ers,  ‘Now  that  man  is  a  professional.’  That 
meant  a  lot  to  me,  especially  coming  from  a 


baseball  guy  like  Don  Zimmer.” 

Today,  Sam  Mele’s  family  is  his  top  pri¬ 
ority.  But  for  nearly  60  years  he  was  widely 
recognized  as  the  consummate  baseball  pro¬ 
fessional.  ■ 

Watch  for  the  September  edition  of  RED  SOX 
Magazine  for  ADOPTED  SONS  OF  NEW 
ENGLAND’S  TEAM,  featuring  former  Red 
Sox  pitching  ace  and  current  NESN  commen¬ 
tator  Dennis  Eckersley. 


Herb  Crehan  is  the  author  of  LIGHTNING  IN  A 
BOTTLE:  The  Sox  of  ’67  (Branden  Publishing: 
Boston,  MA,  1992)  and  a  resident  of  Natick,  M A. 
He  writes  extensively  on  baseball  and  its  history  for 
newspapers  and  for  periodicals  throughout  New 
England.  He  is  the  Managing  Director  of  the 
actuarial  consulting  firm  Crehan  (5  Associates  of 
Natick,  MA,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Society  for 
American  Baseball  Research.  Comments  or  sug¬ 
gestions  for  future  articles  may  be  sent  to  hcre- 
han@attbi.com. 
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10  TIMES  10  TIMES 

BOSTON  NYC  TO 

TO  NYC:  BOSTON: 


ACELA  EXPRESS' 


BOSTON  TO  NEW  VORK 


7:00  AM 
8:03  AM 
9:03  AM 
10:03  AM 
12:03  PM 
3:03  PM 
4:00  PM 
5:00  PM 
6:00  PM 
7:00  PM 


WEEKDAY  SCHEDULE 


OR  LESS,  EVERY  DAY. 


STEP  UP  TO  OUR  NEW  LOW  FIRST  CLASS  FARES  FOR  JUST  $50  MORE. 

New  low  fares  are  just  one  great  reason  to  take  Acela  Express®  on  your  next  business  trip.  For  a 
limited  time,  you'll  also  receive  double  Amtrak  Guest  Rewards®  points*  making  every  trip  more 
valuable.  Once  on  board  you  can  plug  in  your  laptop  or  cell  phone,  spread  out  at  a  conference  table,  relax 
in  the  Quiet  Car®  or  enjoy  some  refreshments  in  the  Cafe  Car.  On  Acela  Express,  you  gain  usable  time  and 
save  money.  Call  your  travel  agent,  1-800-USA-RAIL  or  visit  www.amtrak.com. 


5:15  AM 
6:15  AM 
7:15  AM 
8:20  AM 
9:15  AM 
1:15  AM 
1:15  PM 
3:15  PM 
4:15  PM 
5:15  PM 


www.amtrak.com 


Keep  Moving  " 


acela- 


•Only  Amtrak  Guest  Rewards*  members  are  eligible  to  take  advantage  of  the  double  points  offer.  Customers  can  enroll  in  Amtrak  Guest  Rewards  by  visiting  www.amtrak.com,  by  calling  1-800-307-5000  or  by  mailing/faxing  a  completed  application. 
Applications  are  available  at  most  Amtrak*  stations.  Qualifying  travel  must  take  place  on  Acela  Express*  service  from  4/28-8/3 1/03.  Members  must  purchase  and  travel  on  trips  between  Boston  and  New  York/Newark  city  pairs.  Cancelled  or  refunded 
reservations/tickets  will  be  deemed  ineligible.  Amtrak  Guest  Rewards  members  must  include  their  membership  number  when  making  reservations.  For  disputes  regarding  eligibility  or  for  retroactive  Amtrak  Guest  Rewards  points,  please  send  your 
train  receipts,  your  name,  address  and  membership  number  to:  Amtrak  Guest  Rewards,  P.O.  Box  1762,  Minneapolis,  MN  55440.  Please  allow  90  days  for  processing.  Sundays:  Off-peak  fares  apply  12:01AM  -  1:00PM  inclusive  and  6  00PM  -  11:59PM  inclusive 
Shoulder  fares  apply  from  1:01PM  -  5:59PM  inclusive.  Mondays  and  Tuesdays:  Shoulder  fares  apply  all  day  Wednesdays,  Thursdays  and  Fridays:  Shoulder  fares  apply  9:00AM  -  2:00PM  inclusive  and  6:00PM  -  11:59PM  inclusive.  Peak  fares  apply  from 
12:01AM  -  8:59AM  inclusive  and  from  2:01PM  -  5:59PM  inclusive.  Saturdays:  Off-peak  fares  apply  all  day.  Holiday  exceptions  apply  —  ask  agent  for  details.  Other  restrictions  may  apply.  Fares,  schedules  and  routes  are  subject  to  change  without  notice 
Amtrak,  Acela.  Acela  Express.  Quiet  Car  and  Amtrak  Guest  Rewards  are  registered  service  marks  of  the  National  Railroad  Passenger  Corporation. 
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PORTLAND  SEA  DOGS,  cont. 


Fans  wave  their  flags  during  the  singing  of  God  Bless  America.  Sellout  crowds  like  this 
one  are  a  common  occurrence.  Photo  by:  Portland  Sea  Dogs. 


Dogs  wanted  to  take  more  of  an  active  role  with¬ 
in  the  community  and  wanted  to  be  more  than 
just  a  baseball  team,  so  they  sought  to  form  a  part¬ 
nership  with  the  bank.  The  two  men  came  up 
with  an  idea  where  fans  and  people  of  the  com¬ 
munity  could  pledge  modest  donations  per  strike¬ 
out.  At  the  time,  Eshbach  thought  that  if  the  Sea 
Dogs  and  Heritage  Bank  could  raise  about 
$10,000  per  year,  it  would  be  pretty  terrific. 

The  vice-president  of  People’s  Heritage 
Bank  had  grander  ideas  than  that,  and  the  first 
year  they  were  able  to  raise  $20,000.  The  sec¬ 
ond  year  they  raised  $40,000  and  the  third  year 
they  were  able  to  raise  $60,000.  Last  season, 
they  raised  $896,000  thanks  to  the  bequest  of  a 
person’s  estate  that  wanted  to  make  a  significant 
contribution  to  the  program.  Overall  in  the  past 
eight  seasons  the  partnership  has  raised  almost 
two  million  dollars  for  the  “Strike  Out  Cancer 
in  Kids”  program.  The  players  also  get  involved 
in  the  program.  The  pitchers  know  that  their 
strikeouts  count.  The  members  of  the  team  go 
to  the  hospital  to  visit  with  the  kids,  and  the  Sea 
Dogs’  staff  also  brings  the  kids  to  Hadlock  Field 


to  meet  the  players.  The 
Portland  franchise  also 
has  instituted  a  program 
in  the  fight  against 
breast  cancer  in  women. 

“Slugger’s  Mom’s  5K 
Road  Race”  has  taken 
place  for  three  years 
(beginning  in  2001)  and 
has  grown  to  more  than 
500  runners  every 
Mother’s  Day. 

Eshbach  conclud¬ 
ed,  “We  feel  in  a  way 
that  we  are  the  stewards 
of  baseball  here  in 
Portland.  We  are  not 
just  the  owners  of  the  team.  This  team  has  to  be 
the  entire  community’s  team.  This  franchise 
would  not  have  succeeded  if  the  city  of  Portland 
had  not  been  involved  with  Hadlock  Field.  If  it 
wasn’t  for  the  Citizens  for  Portland  Baseball, 
which  was  a  group  that  got  involved  before  the 
franchise  arrived  and  got  suggestions  for  a  team 


name  and  pledges  for  season  tickets,  none  of 
what  we’ve  experienced  would  have  happened. 
This  entire  community  has  gotten  involved, 
and  the  whole  community  consists  of  all  of 
Maine  and  part  of  New  Hampshire  because  we 
draw  from  everywhere.”  ■ 


Join  the  Crowd  for  2  Great  Baseball  Adventures 


Red  Sox  Caribbean  Cruise  &  Red  Sox  Fantasy  Camp 


Rec  sex  2004  cruise 


Sail  the  Eastern  Caribbean 

Aboard  Celebrity  Cruise  Line's  Millennium 


Join  manager  Grady  Little,  Red  Sox 
announcer  Don  Orsillo,  and  current  Red 
Sox  players  for  a  week  of  fun  and  sun! 

Enjoy  it  all  at  great  prices! 


January  18-25, 2004 

Sun,  Jan.  18  Ft.  Lauderdale,  Florida 

Mon,  Jan.  19  Day  at  Sea 

Tues,Jan.20  San  Juan,  Puerto  Rico 

Wed,  Jan.  21  Catalina  Island, 

Dominican  Republic 
Thur,Jan.22  St.  Thomas, 

US  Virgin  Islands 
Fri,  Jan.23  Day  at  Sea 

Sat,  Jan.24  Nassau, The  Bahamas 

Sun,  Jan.  25  Ft.  Lauderdale,  Florida 


cssren  Ren  sex 
2004  rantasv 

February  1  -8,2004 

Attend  the  Red  Sox  Fantasy  camp  at  their 
spring  training  site  in  Fort  Myers,  Florida. 

A  full  week  at  the  all-inclusive  price  of 
$3,550  includes  travel,  hotel,  and  uniform,  PLUS  EVERY 
PARTICIPANT  WILL  BE  INVITED  TO  PLAY  A  GAME  AT 
FENWAY  PARK  IN  THE  SUMMER  OF  2004! 

Receive  instruction  and  play  ball  with  and  against  former  Red 
Sox  players,  coaches  and  managers  including  Hall  of  Famer 
Carl  Yastrzemski,  Red  Sox  Hall  of  Famers  Dwight  Evans,  Frank 
Malzone,  Jim  Rice  and  Luis  Tiant.  Also  appearing  will  be  Rick 
Burleson,  John  Curtis,  Dick  Drago,  Sam  Horn,  Reid  Nichols, 
Mike  Stanley  and  others. 

If  you're  30  years  of  age  or  older,  sign  up 
now  and  reserve  a  spot  on  the  Red  Sox 
2004  Fantasy  Camp  roster. 


ca^ 


Don't  Delay  ~  Sign  Up  Today!  Call  1-800-336-2267 


or  write:  Baseball  Camps  &Tours,  Inc.,  21 00  Constitution  Blvd  •  Sarasota,  FL  34231 

e-mail:  baseballken@worldnet.att.net 
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YAWKEY  WAY 


■  Home  Plate  Seats 
Dugout  Seats  (On-Deck) 

■  Dugout  Seats  (1st  &  3rd  Base) 
Field  Box 

■  Infield  Roof  Box 

■  Green  Monster  Seats 

■  Loge  Box 

■  IF  Grandstand 
Right  Field  Box 
Right  Field  Roof 
OF  Grandstand 

■  Lower  Bleachers 

■  Upper  Bleachers 


^5  Favorites 
@  Grill 

Hilltop  Steakhouse 
Kowloon 
Legal  Seafood 
^  Pizza 

Souvenir  Stand 
H  Telephone 
9  Water  Fountain 
■fi  Men's  Room 
\  Women's  Room 


First  Aid 

?  Information  Booth 
02  Wheelchair  Accessible 

■  Lower  Concourse 

■  Grandstand  -  Level  2 

■  Roof  Box  -  Level  3 

■  Roof  Box  -  Level  4 
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Fourth  Edition 


HOW  TO  BUY  TICKETS 


HOW  TO  BUY  TICKETS 


2003  TICKET  PRICES: 


■ 

Home  Plate  Seats . 

....$275 

□ 

Dugout  Seats  (On-Deck) . 

....$250 

□ 

Dugout  Seats  (1st  &  3rd  Base)  .$225 

□ 

Field  Box . 

. $70 

□ 

Infield  Roof  Box . 

. $65 

■ 

Loge  Box . 

. $65 

■ 

Green  Monster  Seats . 

. $50 

□ 

Infield  Grandstand . 

. $44 

□ 

Right  Field  Box . 

. $37 

■ 

Right  Field  Roof . 

. $37 

□ 

Outfield  Grandstand . 

. $27 

B 

Lower  Bleachers . 

. $20 

B 

Upper  Bleachers  . 

. $10 

ONLINE: 

BY  PHONE:  [Charge  only] 

■  24-Hr.  Touch-Tone  Ticketing: 


redsox.com 


617-482-4S0X 

(4769) 


877-REDSOX9 

(617)  236-6644 


THE  RED  SOX  RESERVE  THE  RIGHT 
TO  LIMIT  THE  NUMBER  OF  TICKETS 
PURCHASED  ON  SPECIFIC  DATES. 


■  Season,  Group,  Premium 

And  Advance  Ticket  Sales: 

■  TDD#: 

IN  PERSON: 

Visit  the  Red  Sox  Ticket  Office  Monday-Friday 
from  9  a.m.  -  5  p.m.  at  4  Yawkey  Way,  Boston, 
MA.  Please  call  for  additional  hours  and 
information,  877-REDSOX9. 

FANS  WITH  DISABILITIES: 

Tickets  are  available  at  the  Red  Sox  Ticket  Office, 
877-REDSOX9,  at  least  72  hours  in  advance  for 
physically  disabled  or  visually  impaired.  Listening 
devices  for  the  hearing  impaired  are  available  at 
the  Customer  Service  booths  at  Fenway  Park. 


ORDER  A  2003  RED  SOX  MEDIA  GUIDE! 


Over  500  pages  of  data  and  statistics  on  current  Red  Sox  players ,  information  on 
management,  historical  records,  minor  league  system  and  much  more! 

$20.00  per  book  in  the  U.S. 
includes  mailing  costs. 


Name 


$26.00  Canada 
$29.00  Mexico 
$33.00  Europe 
$34.00  Japan 

Method  of  Payment: 

□  MasterCard  (preferred  card 
of  the  Boston  Red  Sox) 

□  Visa 

□  Discover 

□  Amex 

□  Check 

□  Money  Order  (payable  to 
Boston  Red  Sox) 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


Phone 


E-mail 


Card  No. 


Exr  Date  Signature 

Mail  to:  Boston  Red  Sox  Media  Guide,  4  Yawkey  Way,  Boston,  MA  02215-3496 


Word  Search  Answers  From  Page  61 


FENWAY  PARK 
CODE  OF  CONDUCT 


Welcome  to  Friendly  Fenway  Park, 
home  of  the  Boston  Red  Sox.  To 
preserve  the  family  atmosphere  and 
to  ensure  that  your  visit  is  safe, 
enjoyable,  and  memorable,  please 
adhere  to  the  following  guidelines 
of  behavior  in  the  ballpark. 

1.  The  following  items  are  prohibited:  no  items 
other  than  small  purses,  which  are  subject  to 
search;  beach  balls  or  inflatable  objects  of  any 
kind;  alcoholic  beverages;  bottles;  cans  or  con¬ 
tainers  of  any  sort;  and  offensive  articles  or 
objects.  No  banners  will  be  allowed  into  the 
ballpark  to  be  hung  or  paraded. 

2.  Any  person  observed  with  offensive  articles,  or 
using  offensive  language,  will  be  promptly  eject¬ 
ed  from  the  park.  Disorderly  behavior  of  any 
kind  will  not  be  tolerated  and  will  result  in 
appropriate  action  by  the  Boston  Police. 

3.  Fans  are  permitted  to  keep  foul  balls  hit  into 
the  stands  as  souvenirs.  However,  fans  must 
not  go  onto  the  field  or  interfere  in  any  way  with 
a  ball  in  play.  Fans  interfering  with  play  or  enter¬ 
ing  onto  the  field  will  be  subject  to  immediate 
ejection,  arrest,  and  prosecution. 

4.  All  of  Fenway  Park  is  smoke-free. 

There  are  designated  non-alcohol  sections: 
Grandstand  Sections  32  and  33.  These  sec¬ 
tions  have  been  set  aside,  and  no  alcoholic 
beverages  and/or  smoking  will  be  allowed  in 
these  areas.  Red  Sox  Security  will  strictly 
enforce  this  prohibition. 

5.  It  is  illegal  for  individuals  to  offer  tickets  for 
resale  to  the  public.  Failure  to  adhere  to  this 
policy  could  result  in  arrest  and  criminal  prose¬ 
cution. 

6.  Laws  prohibiting  consumption  of  alcoholic  bev¬ 
erages  by  minors,  illegal  drugs,  and  disorderly 
conduct  of  any  kind,  including  intoxication,  will 
be  strictly  enforced  in  Fenway  Park. 

7.  The  throwing  of  any  object  in  the  stands  or  onto 
the  playing  field  is  strictly  prohibited.  Those 
engaging  in  such  conduct  will  be  subject  to 
immediate  ejection. 

8.  Persons  occupying  a  seat  for  which  they  are  not 
ticketed  will  be  subject  to  ejection  from  the  ball¬ 
park. 

The  Boston  Red  Sox  make  every  effort  to  ensure  that  all 
fans  are  able  to  enjoy  the  game  in  comfort.  For  the  con¬ 
venience  of  our  fans,  Ushers  and  Security  are  posted 
throughout  the  ballpark.  In  addition,  Customer  Service 
Booths  are  located  on  the  main  concourse  behind  home 
plate  and  in  the  Bleachers.  Any  fan  in  need  of  assistance 
of  any  kind  is  urged  to  visit  Customer  Service  where 
trained  staff  people  are  ready  to  assist. 
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- SOFT  — 

FROZEN 

LEMONADE 


SNACK 


ALSO  AVAILABLE 
IN  YOUR 

GROCER'S  FREEZER 


6000  CENTRAL  HIGHWAY  *  PENNSAUKEN,  NJ  081  09 
800.486.9533  •  FAX  856.665.6359  www.jjsnack.com 


at 

REr 

/ 

,f|1 

EQt, 

1  1 

y 

•  t 

[  Jjj 

>SMr  a 

1 

1  ' 

Who  Knew? 
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THE  OFFICIAL 


Byung-Hyun  Kim 
RHP,  #51 


Johnny  Damon 
CF,  #18 


Derek  Lowe 
RHR  #32 


Jason  Varitek 
C,  #33 


Tim  Wakefield 
RHP  #49 


Trot  Nixon 
RF,  #7 


Manny  Ramirez 
LF,  #24 


Pedro  Martinez 
RHR  #45 


Nomar  Garciaparra 
SS,  #5 


Jason  Shiell 
RHR  #57 


ou  Collier 
INF,  #16 


Gabe  Kapler 
OF,  #29 


Mike  Cubbage 
COACH,  #39 


Tony  Cloninger 
COACH, #40 


Jerry  Narron 
COACH, #41 


Euclides  Rojas 
COACH,  #54 


Alan  Embree 
LHP  #43 


Casey  Fossum 
LHP  #23 


John  Burkett 
RHP  #19 


Scott  Sauerbeck 
LHP,  #48 


Jeremy  Giambi 
OF-DH,  #25 


Dave  Wallace 
COACH,  #37 


Scott  Williamson 
RHP,  #36 


Ramiro  Mendoza 

Mike  Timlin 

Bill  Mueller 

Todd  Jones 

Damiap  Jackson 

Jeff  Suppan 

RHP  #55 

RHP,  #50 

3B-2B,  #11 

RHP,  #59 

INF-QF,  #2 

RHR  #35 

